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To the HonoOUR ABLE 


Lady LOMBE. 


M ADAM, 


=o) [as THE Moſt laudable Ambition of 
wh 4 an Author, being, certainly, to 
WEE be favour 4 with the Patronage 
| 3992 of Perſons, eminent for their 

Vi rtues: how many Inducements contri- 
bute to enflame mine in addreſſing your La- 
dyſbip ! Who can conſider a Character ſo 
amiable, without being filld with the ex- 
tremeſt Admiration ? And, as a little mix— 
ture of Self-Love is ftill blended with 
our nobleſt Paſſions, who forbear teſtifying 

a juſt Senſe of ſuch numerous, and almoſt 
unequal'd Perfettions ? ſince tis univer- 
ſally allow'd to be ſome 8 of Merit 
in oneſelf, 0 diſtinguiſh and revere it in 


another. 


But while I am acquainting the World 
with what none can be ignorant of, that 
has ever heard the Name of Lady Lombe, 
I neglect that which is infinitely more ne- 


ceſſary, informing your Ladyſbip what Rea- 
A 2 ſons 


iv DEDICATION. 


ſons encourage me to hope your 
for this Preſumption. | 


Pardon 


The little Piece, which, with all Hu- 
mility, I lay at your Ladyſhip's' feet, is 
the Hiſtory of a young Beauty, who was 
the Ornament of Paris, as your Ladyſbip 
is of this Metropolis, her rival City in 
Magnificence, and greatly ſuperior in the 
more eſtimable Advantages of Liberty. The 
Parity between your Ladyſbip and the 
beautiful Pariſian gives her a kind of Claim 
to your Protection, and will, I hope, be 
ſome Excuſe for the Temerity of, 


Madam, 


Your Ladyſhip's 
Moſt faithful, 
Moſt humble and 
Moſt obedient Seryant, 


ELiza Harwoop. 


DISGUISD PRINCE: 


O R, 
The Beau tiful Pari ſian. 


Hos E who undertake to write 
' Romances, are always careful to 
give a high Extraction to their He- 
& 70es and Heroines; becauſe it is cer- 
n tain we are apt to take a greater 
Intereft in the Deſtiny of a Prince than of a 
private Perſon, We frequently find, however, 
among thoſe of a middle State, ſome, who 
have Souls as elevated, and Sentiments equally 
noble with thoſe of the moſt illuſtrious Birth: 
Nor do I ſee any Reaſon to the contrary ; Na- 
ture confines not her Bleſſings to the Great alone, 
and where a fine Genius has the Improvements 
af a liberal Education, it will undoubtedly be 


the ſame in one Rank as in another. As the 
B fol- 
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following Sheets, therefore, contain only rea! 
Matters of Fact, and have, indeed, ſomething 
ſo very ſurpriſing in themſelves, that they 
ſtand not in need of any Embelliſhments from 
Fiction: I ſhall take my Heroine ſuch as I find 
her, and believe the Reader will eafily paſs 
by the Meanneſs of her Birth, in favour of a 
7 other good Qualities ſhe was poſſeſs d 
of. 
A rich Banker in S. Dennis Street, who (if 
I am not deceivd) was call'd Bonnin, livd 
extremely contented with his Condition and Fa- 
mily ; which conſiſted of two Daughters : the 
eldeſt of whom is the chief Subje& of this Hi- 
tory, and diſcover d, even in the moſt tender 
Age, ſomething of an uncommon Brightneſs 
in her Mind, and Eyes. As her Years increas'd, 
her Perfections increas'd with them: Never 
was there a more lovely Perſon ; to the moſt 
exact Shape and beautiful Features Nature ever 
fram'd, there was added a certain Sweetneſs 
mix d with Majeſty, which no Words can re- 
preſent. But as all exterior Charms, tho" ne- 
ver ſo brilliant, muſt yield, in the judgment 
of the Wiſe, to the Graces of the Mind; 1 
ſhall more y deſcribe thoſe innate 
Virtues which gain'd her the Efteem of all 
that knew her. She had, with the Vivacity 
and ſprightly Gaiety of her own Sex, the So- 
lidity the other; by the one ſhe was in- 
ſpir'd with the moſt delicate Notions ; by the 
_— ow was —_— to cultivate them: She 
not only a great facility in Learning every 
thing ſhe undertook ; but alſo, that laudable 
Ambition to excel in whatever ſhe had learn'd, 
even thoſe who had been her Inſtructors. Her 
Father, tranſported at the propenſity he found 
in 
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in her, neglected nothing which might improve 
ſo promiſing a Genius. 80 had — beſt Mar. 
ters for Dancing, Muſick, and Singing, all 
which ' ſhe attain'd to ſo great a Perfection, 
that ſhe became the Admiration of as many 
as ſaw, or heard her. Bonnin wou'd frequently 
make Invitations to his Friends to come to his 
Houſe, and be entertain'd with his Daughter's 
Compoſitions in Muſick, as others do to a 
Feaſt ; and it muſt be confeſs'd, that his Treat 
was the moſt elegant, becauſe it was intended 
purely for the Mind. 

It is not to be wondred at, that a young 
Maid adorn'd with ſo many good Qualities 
ſhou'd be extremely dear to her Parents and 
Relations; but the Reputation of her Accom- 

liſhments ſpread ſo far, that Ladies of the 

rſt Rank thought themſelves not above viſi- 
ting her, and when they had done ſo, were ra- 
viſh'd with her Converſation, and endeavour'd 
to outvie each other in their Friendſhip to her. 
Bonnin, who was a Widower, and pretty well 
advanced in Years, thought of nothing ſo much 
as marrying Blanche, for that was the Name 
of this young Beauty, to ſome Perſon of Con- 
dition, having from her merits ſufficient Rea- 
ſon to juſtify the common Vanity of Parents. 
To facilitate which Deſign, he put his other 
Daughter into a Convent; the chief of his Ef- 
fe&s being therefore to deſcend to Blanche, ſhe 
wou'd be a Fortune which might entitle her to 
Hopes above her Birth. His Intention fail'd 
not, nor perhaps wou'd in an Age fo intereſted 
as this, had ſhe been leſs agreeable : but, how- 
ever that be, ſuch as ſhe was, many Perſons of 
very great Quality ſought her in Marriage, 
even While ſhe was yet too young to entertain 
B 2 7 „ any 
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any Thoughts of it herſelf. But Bomnin, who 
was a Man of too much good Senſe, not to 
know that true Happineſs does not conſiſt 
wholly in Grandeur ; tho he paſſionately defir'd 
it for his Daughter, was willing her Inclina- 
tion ſhou'd have ſome part in the Choice he 
made for her, and therefore told her, he wou'd 
never diſpoſe of her till ſhe ſnou d affure him 
her Conſent went hand in hand with his: for 
which Condeſcenſion ſhe thank'd him, with a 
becoming Humility, and in return, proteſted 
ſhe wou'd always make uſe of her utmoſt Ef- 
forts to be comfortable ro his Will; tho at 
preſent ſhe found not in herſelf the leaſt pro- 
nſity to alter her Condition. In ſpite of the 
eſignation ſhe teſtified to her Father's Com- 
mands , he yet found ſhe expreſs d herſelf 
with ſo much Earneſtneſs concerning the little 
Deſire ſhe had to Marriage, that he thought 
it beſt to remit nominating any particular Per- 
ſon to her, till he ſhou'd perceive it ſhou'd be 
more acceptable, and for that Reaſon forbo 

any farther Diſcourſes on that Affair. 
As ſhe was always in ſearch of new Im- 
provements, it came into her head to learn La- 
tin, and was beginning to be very much taken 
up with that Study, when her Father, who 
had many Correſpondents in Germany, and 
ſometimes was not a little puzzled to continue 
it with Perſons' of that Nation, who under- 
ſtood not French, defired ſhe wou'd bend her 
Application to learn High-Dutch : to which ſhe 
readily complied, and after having receiv d the 
firſt Principles of that Language from a Maſ- 
ter who came every day to inſtruct her in it, 
Bonnin ſent to Germany for a young Maid to at- 
tend her; to the end, that having one of that 
Coun- 


. 


Country continually with her, ſhe might the 
; ſooner become Miſtreſs of a freedom of Con- 
verſation and writing the Language, than ſhe 
cou'd be by Studying only. His Endeavours 
ſucceeded ſo well, that in a ſmall time ſhe 
was able to hold Diſcourſe with the Natives in 
as eaſy and polite a manner, as if ſhe had 
been born in Frankfort. The tender Father was 
raviſn d to find the Progreſs ſhe had made, and 
believing it wou'd be an agreeable Surpriſe to a 
Banker at Hamborough, named Solicofane, who 
was his Correſpondent, writ to him by the hand 
of Blanche in High-Dutch on all the Affairs of 
their Commerce. Solicofane being inform'd who 
it was that had wrote, congratulated her Fa- 
ther on it, and having a Son who underſtood 
a little French, obliged him to anſwer in that 
| ge all the Letters which Blanche ſent - 
in High-Dutch ; which never fail'd to give Di- 
verfion to Bonnin and his Daughter as often as 
they receiv'd any, becauſe of the bad French and 
worſe Stile in which he wrote. To heighten 
their Mirth, Blanche mingled frequently ſome 
gay and entertaining Subjects with her Buſi- 
neſs ; and there paſſed between them a Corre- 
ſpondence which might have been term'd Gal- 
lant, had young Solicafane been bleſt with any 
part of her Genius. I hope my Reader will ex- 
cuſe me for not inſerting the Letters, becauſe 
thoſe of Solicofave were far from any thing of 
that Delicacy which alone can render Writings 
of that kind pleaſing, and thoſe of Blanche cold, 
and deſign'd only to oblige Anſwers that might 
excite Laughter in herſelf and Father. 

The War being at that time vigorouſly car- 
Tied on between Lewis the Great and the Con- 
federates ; many Princes of Germany were en- 
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gaged to ſerve againſt that Monarch leſs by 
their Choice, than the Diſpoſition of their Af- 
fairs, and the Intereſt of their Eftates, which 
were liable to be pillag'd by the Troops of the 
Confederates, had they refus'd to declare in their 
Favour : However, as the Germans in gene- 
ral are addifted to travel, and the greateſt 
part of the Nobility of that Nation came to 
make their Exerciſes at Paris; the Princes and 
Cavaliers waited with Impatience for the end 
of the War, that they might have. liberty to 
ſend their Sons thither. The Duke of - - - - - 
having receiv'd the beſt part of his Education 
in France, paſſionately wiſh'd his Son might 
likewiſe enjoy the Improvements of that Place ; 
and fearing that the War wou'd laſt a long 
time, by which means the young Prince wou'd 
be deprived of learning thoſe Exerciſes, which 
he was then arrived at an age proper to be in- 
ſtructed in; adviſed with Solicofane (who had 
the greateſt part of his Eſtate in his Dominions) 
and being inform'd by him of his Correſpon- 
dence with Bonnin, preſently form'd a Reſolu- 
tion of ſending his = under the Name of Sa- 
muel Solicofane. He had no ſooner communi- 
cated his Intentions than the Banker, overjoy'd 
with the Honour he receiv'd in being made the 
Confidant of his Prince, aſſured him by a ſolemn 
Oath of his eternal Secrecy and Readineſs to 
obey his Commands. It was then agreed be- 
tween them, that So/icofane ſhou'd write to his 
Freach Correſpondent, letting him know that 
he had a Defire to have his Son qualified with 
all the Accompliſhments that Paris cou'd afford, 
and that as he had an Eſtate to leave him ſuffi- 
cient ro maintain the Rank of a Cavalier, and 


tended him not for Buſineſs, he wou'd take 
care 
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tare to ſee him inſtructed in every Exerciſe be- 
fitting a young man of Condition. The Duke 
was extremely ſatisfied with his Proceeding ; 
and in a ſhort time ſent the Prince to Hambo- 
rough, where he paſt ſome Days in order to be 
inſtructed in all Things neceſſary to make him 
paſs for the Perſon he was to repreſent : Soli- 
cofane, above all, advis'd him to imitate the 
hand of his Son Samuel, becauſe having often 
wrote to Bonnin and his Daughter, the leaſt dif- 
ference in the Character might cauſe Suſpicion. 
The Prince, who had the utmoſt Impatience to 
be in Paris, ſoon acquir'd that part of the young 
Banker ; and the Duke his Father having made 
choice of a Perſon of great Probity and Diſcre- 
tion for his Governor, gave Permiſſion that he 
ſhou'd embark without any other Equipage, 
and under the Name of Samuel Solicofane. 
Bonnin having receiv'd advice of the departure 
of Samuel, took immediate care to have the beſt 
Maſters in order to attend him, and an Apart- 
ment fitted up for him in his own Houſe, it be- 
ing the expreſs Deſire of Solicofane that he 
ſhou'd be lodg'd with him : So that when the 
Prince, (whom we ſhall hereafter call no 
other Name than that of Samuel) arrivd, he 
found every thing anſwer'd the Promiſes Sol:- 
cofaue had made his Father. Bonuin, who had 
been a great gainer by the Hamborough Banker, 
and had beſides a large ſhare of Efteem and 
Conſideration for him, teſtified it by all the 
ways he cou'd invent, to his ſuppos'd Son. Af- 
ter the firſt Civilities were over, he took him by 
the Hand, and led him to the Chamber of 
Blanche, telling him he ſhou'd ſee his Cor- 
reſpondent : that young Maid, who by the Let- 
ters ſhe had receiv d from Samuel, had * an 
I ea 
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Idea of him the leaft agreeable that cou'd be, 
was infinitely ſurpriz d to behold a Perſon fo 
every way the reverſe of what ſhe cou'd have 
expected: it being impoſſible for any one to be 
poſſeſs'd of a more lovely Perſon and fine Air 
than he who was now preſented to her. Sur- 
prize, perhaps, added to the Admiration ſhe 
conceiv'd of him, and both together made her 
feel, from the firſt moment ſhe beheld him, ſome- 
thing ſhe had never been ſenſible of for any 
other. As ſhe knew he was not perfectly ac- 
quainted with the French Language, ſhe talk d 
to him in Durch, and by the Anſwers he made 
was ſoon convinc'd he had a Wit and Capacity 
not inferior to the Charms of his Perſon, which 
greatly encreas'd her Aftoniſhment, that a Man 
who con'd diſcourſe ſo well, ſhou'd write fo 
ill; but ſhe ſoon reconcil'd that, by reflecting it 
might proceed only from his want of Words in 
a Language he pretended not to be well vers'd 


m. | 
He begun his Exerciſes in a ſhort time, and 
_ profited ſo well by the Inſtructions he receiv'd, 
that whatever he did ſar eaſy on him, and was 
accompanied with a Grace, which is not to be 
taught, and was peculiar to himſelf. Bonnin ob- 
ſerv'd it with an infinity of Satis faction, and 
fail'd not to inform Solicofane of the Progreſs he 
made : and was himſelf ſo touch'd with his 
Qualities, that he loved him with an af- 
ction little inferior to a paternal one. 
But it was with other Emotions the Heart of 
Blanche was agitated; that Liking, that Admi- 
ration which the firſt ſight ef md, wad 
a nearer Acquaintance ripen d into Lore; and, 
tho” tis poſſible ſhe did not immediately know 


ſhe had entertain d that Paſſion , ſhe 
ar- 


Me. 
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' ardently long'd to inſpire it in him. She omit- 
ted no opportunity of diſcourſing with him, 
ſometimes in Freuch, ſometimes in Dutch; fail'd 
not to make uſe of all Occaſions to praiſe his 
Perfe&tions, and diſcover to him thoſe ſhe was 
famed for herſelf; and wou'd, whenever ſhe 
cou'd do it without a breach of Reſerve, enter 
into a Converſation on Love, on purpoſe to find 
out what Sentiments he had of that Paſſion : 
but the Anſwers he made to any Queſtions on 
that Head were ſuch, as convinc'd her he was 
yet wholly a Stranger to any amorous Inclina- 
tions. A cold Civility was all at preſent her 
Charms cou'd exact from him, nor did he ſeem 
to be ſenſible, much leſs take any Advantages 
of the little Advances ſhe made him. Not that 
he did not think her the moſt amiable Perſon he 
had ſeen, or that he did not admire a thouſand 
ſurpriſing 5 he found in her; but Love 
was a Subject new to his unexperienc'd Heart, 
and it was neceſſary he ſnou d be taught, before 
he cou'd acquire the Study of it. 

Blanche, who had ſeen the politeſt Cavaliers in 
Paris dying at her Feet, beheld with a mix-> 
ture of Surprize and Vexation the little Impreſ- 
ſion ſhe was able to make on Samuel : his Indif- 


ference, and very often neglecting the Oppor- 


tunities ſhe gave him of entertaining her, aug- 
mented her Diſquiet, and, perhaps, her Love ; 
for it is the nature of that Paſſion to purſue 
what flies. Whenever ſhe reflected on the ten- 
der and paſſionate Diſcourſes with which ſhe 
was daily addrefs'd by as many of the Young 
and Gay, as were permitted the liberty of do- 
ing it; ſhe cou'd not comprehend why Samuel 
of” all the World ſhou'd chuſe to talk to her 
only on ordinary 7 and that when they 

were 
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were alone he ſhou'd declare no more, than 
what he might ſay in the preſence of a thou- 
ſand Witneſſes. This Indignity to her Beauty 
wou'd ſometimes make her ſo angry with him, 
that ſhe reſolv'd to have no more any Will 
(for ſhe wou'd not confeſs even to herſelf that 
it was Love) for a Man fo little delicate and 
inſenſible : but theſe Conſiderations laſted but 
for a moment, the next ſight of him made her 
forget them quite, and ſhe cou'd not conſent to 
baniſh ſo pleaſing an Idea from her Heart. 

The Maid who had been ſent for from Ger- 
many on purpoſe to facilitate her Learning that 
Language, had ever ſince remain d with her, and 
was now become more dear than before, becauſe 
ſhe was of the ſame Country with her dear Sa- 
muel. The enamour'd Blanche wou'd often diſ- 
courſe her concerning the Humour of her Coun- 
trymen, and in a jeſting way, ask if ny ne- 
ver ſpoke of Love in Germany. Sophia, for fo ſhe 
was call'd, was a perfect Bigot to the merits of 
the Germans, and aſſur d her, that they were not 
leſs Gallant at Hamborough than in Paris. This 
Anſwer was not a little pleaſing to her Miſtreſs, 
becauſe it flatter'd her with the hope, that one 
day Samuel might confirm the Truth of it. And 
ſtill continuing her former diligence of finding 
Opportunities of talking with him; ſhe one day 
entertain d him with a pleaſant fort of à Rail- 
lery on the high Opinion her Maid had of the 
Germans. It wou'd be a Happineſs, indeed, for 
the Men of our Country, ſaid Samuel, if your Ser- 
vant had Intereſt enough with you to perſuade 
you to the fame Sentiments of them. This lit- 
tle Compliment, being more than ever ſne had 
receiv d before from him, fill'd her with an in- 
expreſſible Plea fure: which encreas'd - ſome 

uture 
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future Converſations with him, he ever and anon 
dropping ſome Expreſſion which made her hope 
he was not altogether ſo inſenſible as ſhe had 
believ'd, and that his filence proceeded only 
from his Timidity. 
She was ſinging one day a Couplet of Verſes, 
being the beginning of a Song ; 


If Love declares, with Peace, continual War, 
Lovers, themſelves, their Peace Deſtrœers are. 


Samuel was preſent, and finding ſomething 
very agreeable in the Air, deſir d ſhe wou'd ſing 
It again; to which ſhe readily comply'd, and 
looking on him with the moſt tender Languiſh- 
ment in her Eyes, ſung in this manner. 


if Love declares, with Peace, continual War, 
Te Men of Germany th* Aggreſſors are. 


He laugh'd heartily at the pleaſant Turn ſhe 
had given to the Words, but took no farther 
Notice of it, not imagining ſhe had any other 

in it than to divert herſelf : The truth 
was, he was ſo ſtrongly prepofſeſs'd with the me- 
Tit of that beautiful Virgin, and had ſo little ex- 
perience of the force of Love that he cou'd never 
fatter himſelf with a Belief that ſhe had an In- 
clination for him; tho from time to time ſhe 
ſtill perſiſted in giving him all the proofs of it 
her Modefty wou'd permit. 

He had one day, by accident, put on a Suit 
of Clothes trimm'd with whitiſh grey Ribbands. 
Blanche, hapning to rite late, ſaw. him through 
her Window, and dreſt her Head with Ribband 


of the ſame Colour. A little before they ſate 


down to Dinner, ſhe ſaid in private to Shi, 
n chat 
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that ſhe had reaſon to be incens'd with Samuel 
for wearing his Trimming of the ſame Colour 
with that ſhe had on : this ſhe ſpoke as if ſhe 
wou'd not have it reported to him. But the good 
German, believing her in earneſt, watch'd an op- 
portunity of beckoning Samuel, and privately 
counſelld him to avoid giving any offence 
that kind to her Miſtreſs. He aſſur d her, that 
Chance had the only blame in what he had done ; 
and while they were at Dinner made a thouſand 
Proteftations in Dutch to Blanche, that he had 
choſe that Colqur merely without Deſign, and 
as often entreated her to forgive the unintended 
Crime : but ſhe feign'd to disbelieve all he ſaid 
on that ſcore , and the more he averr'd his In- 
nocence, the more ſhe pretended not to be per- 
ſuaded from her Opinion. He then told her 
that he wou'd immediately change his Habit, 
fince it had unfortunately brought him under 
the diſpleaſure of a Perſon, whoſe Eſteem and 
Approbation he wou'd do any thing to obtain. 
Dinner was no ſooner over, than he roſe 
with a Deſign to go to his Chamber and do as 
he had ſaid to Blanche; which ſhe ſuſpecting, 
call'd him back, and with the moſt obliging — 
tender Accent told him that in Fance it was the 
Cuſtom when a young Cavalier took the Colours 
of a Lady, they preſently imagin d he had de- 
clar d a Paſſion for her; that from another ſhe 
ſhou'd have been greatly offended with that Li- 
berty, but from him, ſhe had not the power to 
reſent any thing. Samuel attributing this Diſ- 
courſe wholly to the complaiſance of Blanche, 
thank d her in the moſt ſubmiſſive Terms; and 
as he was not inſenſible of the Favours ſhe con- 
ferr'd on him, endeavour d nothing ſo much as 
to preſerve himſelf in hex good Opinion ; imagi- 
ning 
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ning alſb, that in gaining her Approbation, he 
ſhou'd have that of all the Perſons of good Taſte. 
His Aſſiduities encreaſing every day, our love- 
ſick Virgin began to think herſelf pretty near 
as happy as ſhe cou d wiſh, and that the indif- 
ſerent Samuel was at laſt become a Lover. She 
languiſh'd, however, for a more plain Declara- 
tion of his Paſſion, accus'd him in her Mind, of 
a Baſhfulneſs unbecoming of his Sex and Merit, 
and was ſometimes half tempted by her impa- 
tient Wiſhes, to ask him to reveal the Senti- 
ments of his Heart: but then reſlecting how 
full a Diſcovery it wou'd make of her own, 
Shame bound her Tongue. Nevertheleſs, Love, 
ingenious in Invention, inſpir'd her with the 
means of preparing his Mind for the Impreſſion 
ſhe deſired, and by frequent Diſcourſes of it 
render a Paſſion familiar to him, which hitherto 

he had ſeem'd afraid to be acquainted with. 
As ſhe always treated him with a great deal 
of freedom, ſhe came running one Morning into 
his Chamber, and laughing ſaid, You are a dan- 
gerous Chevalier! I know not what return you 
will make a Maid who has thrown away a 
Heart upon you poor Sophia is diſtractedly in 
love with you, and I now do not wonder that 
ſhe ſo paſſionately took the part of her Country- 
men. Samuel made no reply to theſe Words, but 
bluſh'd ſo exceſſively, that Blanche was more 
than ever confirm'd in the Opinion ſhe had be- 
fore conceiv'd of his Timidity. She purſued her 
Raillery yet farther, and art laſt ask'd him with 
an Air of Seriou ſneſs, if ever he had declared a 
Paſſion for her. On which he reply'd, that he 
had never made Profeſſions of that kind to any 
Woman, and was very confident that if ever he 
ſhou'd, it wou'd not be to one of Sophia's De- 
n | e. 
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gree. Perhaps, briskly reſumed ſhe, you are 
reſolvd to defend your Heart againſt any Im- 
preſſions our Sex is 4 to 8 1 
imagine, a s terrible to you, and you arm 
y_ ſelf 4 — his Approaches as you wou d 
againſt the Attacks of an Enemy? No, Madam! 
anſwer d he, that cannot be: for, if I am a 
to that Paſſion, I muſt alſo be ignorant 
of the Dangers of jr, and conſequently uncapa- 
ble of providing againſt them ;—and I am apt 
to believe, continued he with a Sigh, that thoſe 
who are ſubjected to its Force, are convinc'd 


all Oppoſition is in vain. He appear ꝗ in ſo 
much 1 — while he poke hi 
Blanche had good reaſon to interpret 


ſaid in her favour, and had probably pro ed 
her Diſcourſe in ſuch a manner as 7 tar iy 
t 


encouraged him to explain himſelf, if that 
ment his F encing-Mafter had not come into jet 
Room, and pt y further Converſation 


nber ectly ſatiſ 


8 Us d between them, and 
finding Sophia at work, begun to rally her on 
the ſame Subject ſhe had done Samuel; ſhe told 

er, ſhe was half aſſur'd ſhe loved the young 
German, and diverted herſelf ent g find 
how much it vexed her to be ſul hat 
ſhe was intirely inſenſible of. 
Deſign, however, of making thigh 
of her Inclinations ; the; 


Cloſet, and imitating her Hang 

cou'd, writ the following Linen 

them the ſame day into Sam un- 
perocin'd by him, as he far near Ber ar Da- 


Ver. 


1 


I cannot conceal any longer what I feel for 
* you——T love you, oh moſt agreeable of your 
* Sex! and find you ſo deſerving, that I cannot 
* repent my Weakneſs— Methinks it is leſs 
* ſhameful for me to confeſs a Paſſion for you, 
than for you to remain in an Inſenſibility ſo 

little natural to your Sex and Tears Delay 
not, therefore, to learn the 1age of the 

Heart, it will gire you a tho times more 
pleaſure than all your Maſters can inſtruct 


Nin. Believe that all your Studies without 
; 4 uſeleſs; Lore gives a luſtre to the 


iſhments of Education, refines the Mind, 
Fcompleats the fine Gentleman. The In- 
uality of. our Conditions ought not to be a 
Heck to the Paſſion I wou'd inſpire : when 
once you know what tis to love, you will 
know likewiſe, that do difference 
in Degrees. ®. 4 


Samuel had no ſooner and read this 


c 
8 
- 
C. 
« 
« 


y 

erning it, becauſe ſhe perſiſted 
had any Sentiments of that kind; 
however, to write an Anſwer, 
be Chamber of Sophia. The lovely 
Chimfſelf very much perplex d to 
| bper to obey her in, and entreated 
ate for him; but ſhe excuſed her- 

ſelf, ſaying that in ſuch Caſes, a Perſon ought 
not to confult his Friends, but his own Hearr. 
Alas! Madam, replied he, my Heart is capa- 
ble of ſaying nothing to a Perſon for whom it 
can 
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can feel nothing Were I to write, indeed, to 
a Woman of Merit, I might, Perhaps, make 
ſome Effort to expreſs the regard I had for her. 
Suppoſe then, faid Blanche, with ſome Confu- 
ſion, it were myſelf that had wrote to you in 
that manner, in what Words wou'd you reply ? 
He then took Pen and Paper, and immediately 
writ theſe Lines. | 


A Love inſpir'd, nd Bleſs'd by you, muſt prove 
A Taſte of what the Happy know above. 


Blanche look'd over him, with a Diſotder 
which ſhe fear'd wou'd be viſible, and the bet- 
ter to conceal it, wou'd not ſuffer him to pro- 
ceed ; but ſnatching the Paper out of his Hand, 
tis enough, ſaid ſhe, I will be your Embaſſador, 
and conv ey this to the Chamber of Sophia. No, 
Madam; cryed he, this was but a Trial on ſup- 
fition I might have been favour'd by her 
Mittreſs, I cannot conſent to diſſemble fo far as 
to give her room to think I pay that Complai- 
ſance to her ! Well then, reſumed ſhe, I will 
keep them myſelf. That will be an Honour, an- 
{wer'd he, which can receive no Addition, un- 
leſs it be to diſpenſe with me for not writing at 
all to a Perſon ſuch as Sophia. Blanche having 
made the Proof ſhe deſired, conſented to his- 
Requeſt, and left him to ruminate on this Ad- 
venture, as ſhe retired to do. 

After this the continued ſtill to railly him on 
the pretended Paſſion of her Servant, and ac- 
cuſteming him inſenſibly to talk of Love, and 
the wonderful Eflefts it ſometimes produced, 
ſhe found he every day join'd in Diſcourſe with 
greater pleaſure than before. To compleat his 


Poſſeſſion, ſhe gave him ſome tender ** 
an 
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and amorous Poems to read, under the pre- 
tence of perfeCting him in the E ench Tone ue, 
but in Reality, to render his Miad more ten- 
der. As ſoon as he had finiſh'd one, ſhe would 
demand his Sentiments on it, and then ſupply 
him with another, yet more perſuaſive to the 
ſoft Delights of Love; by this means ſhe pene- 
trated into his inmoſt Soul, without ſeeming to 
do ſo; at once ſhe warm'd his Breaft, and 
look d it through: but tho ſhe found more of 
Gallantry than Paſſion in the Anſwers he made 
her, ſhe cou'd not avoid being more and more 
charm'd with him, the more ſhe diſcover'd of 
bis Humour. She found a greatneſs of Mind in 
him, which aſſur d her, a Generoſity like his, 
muſt alſo be capable of the utmoſt Tenderneſs. 
She obſerved, that Samuel took a particular 
Care in regulating his Dreſs always, according 
. to the neweſt and moſt polite Faſhion; but his 
Governor, who was ſomething of a covetous 
Diſpoſition, would often contradict him in it, 
as repreſenting he was too extravagant, and 
that he paid roo much for every thing he bought : 
On which, Blanche went to a Merchant, and a- 
grecing with him for ſome pieces of very rich 
ilk, and fine Laces, paid him the greateft parc 
of the Value, and then ordered they ſhould be 
brought to Samuel, demanding only the re- 
mainder of the Price. The Governour ſeeing 


them ſo cheap, controlled not his Pupil in pur- 


chaſing them. And this Management of Blanche 
produced an effect pleaſant enough, for the Go- 
vernour willing to be well dreſs d himſelf, ſince 
he might be ſo at a ſmail Charge, run all over 
the Town, tumbling * the Goods of ny 

er- 
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Merchant in it, expecting to buy at the ſame 
rate Samue! had done, but finding himſelf dif- 
appointed, was ready to go mad with Spite ; he 
complain'd to Blanche of the unfair dealing of 
the Traders in Paris, and entreated ſhe wou'd 
bargain for him, believing, that knowing him 
to be a German, they had an Intention to impoſe 
on him; but ſhe not having the ſame Complai- 
ſance for him ſhe had for Samuel, excuſed her- 
ſelf from going, and the Merchants from any 
foul Practice, by ſaying, that the Price of thoſe 
Commodities was rais'd fince Samuel had 
bought: on which, the Governour was obliged 
to content himſelf with the Apparel he was 
accuſtomed to wear. 

Blanche having ſerv'd her beloved Samuel on 
many Occaſions, by this Artifice; he had too 
much Diſcernment not to perceive it at length, 
and too much Generofity not to be impatient to 
make a ſuitable Return. He imputed the Fa- 
vours he received of this kind, merely to the 
Nobleneſs and Magnanimity of Mind of that 
beautiful Perſon, which extremely encreaſed the 
Eſteem and Admiration he before had for her; 
and his Thoughts being continually employ'd on 
proving himſelf not unworthy of, or ungrat 
for, theſe marks of her Conſideration, he 
found the means to accompliſh his Intent in this 
manner. | 

A Perſon c2me one day to offer to Blanche a 
pair of Buckles for her Shoes, ſet with falſe 
Diamonds, but ſo beautiful and luſtrous, that 
they could not without a very near Examination 
be diſtinguiſh'd from true ones: They appear d 
ſo extraordinary in their kind, that ſhe could 
not forbear ſhewing them to Samuel, who 0 
| ”-,  _— 
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visd her to buy them, which ſhe did, and im- 
mediately put them into her Shoes. Soon after 
this, Samuel took Sophia aſide, and pretending 
a Deſire to have a Pair like them, begg'd her 
to let him have them after her Miſtreſs was in 
Bed, that he might ſhew them to a Jeweller to 
take Pattern by; but at the ſame time earneſtly 
entreated ſhe would ſay nothing of it to any 
Perſon whatever; which ſie promis'd w'th all 
Alacrity, and the ſame Night was punctual in 
the execution of it. As ſoon as he bad got them 
in his Poſſeſſion, he convey'd them to a Jeweiler 
of his Acquaintance, whom he prevail d upon 
to (ic up all Night, giving him a large Recom- 
pence for his pains, to exchange the Rite Stones 
for ſome very valuable ones he brought with 
him. Early the next Morning, he return'd the 
Buckles to Sophia, without any Suſpicion ef rhe 
Alteration made in them; neither did Blanche 
men it in putting them on. Two cr three 

ys paſs'd over without any notice taken of 
them, but a Lady of her Acquaintance admi- 
ring the Beauty of the Diamonds, could not be 
brought to believe, in ſpite of all Blanche could 
ſay, that they were falſe : but ſhe, to convince 
the other how much ſhe was deceiv'd, pluck'd 
one of them out of her Shoe, and made her look 
more nearly, aſſuring her at the ſame time that 
ſhe had bought them for two Piſtoles. Ihe La- 
dy ſhook her Head, in token of her Increduli- 
ty, and ſaid, ſhe wiſh'd ſhe could get a Pair 
like them at the ſame Price. On which, Blanche 
ſent a Servant with the Buckle to a Merchant 
who dealt in ſuch Things, deſiring to know 


what ſhe muſt give for a Pair of the fame Large- 
D 2 ne ſs 
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neſs and Luftre, who ſoon afrer bronght word, 
that they could not be purchas'd under leſs than 
500 Piſtoles. The Lady, who had Skill in Dia- 
minds, and ſaw they were extremely fine, was 
not at all ſorpriz'd at this Demand; but Blanche 
was aPoniſh'd beyond meaſure, and conſidering 
them with more Attention than ſhe had done 
ſince the Exchange, thought that they, indeed, 
appear d more brilliant than when ſhe bought 
them. She remain d in the utmoſt Perplexity to 
know by what means ſhe became Miſtreſs of 
Jewels ſhe had never either purchas'd, or re- 
ceiv'd as a Preſent, till ſpeaking of it to Sophia, 
and expreſſing the utmoſt Deſire to have the 
Riddle folv'd, that young Maid, who preſent- 
ly imagin'd the Truth, confeſs'd to her, that 
ſhe had lent them to Samuel, who doubtleſs had 
made the Exchange. How pleaſing a Diſcove- 
Ty this was to Blanche, tis eaſy to judge, ha- 
ving good reaſon to flatter herſelf with the 
Opinion that Love had ſome part in this piece 
of Gallantry. The next time ſhe found herſelf 
alone with Samuel, ſhe ſpoke to him concerning 
the Exchange he had made, which he perceiv- 
ing ſhe was appris'd of, attempted not to de- 
ny. She then made a ſcruple of accepting ſo rich 
a Preſent, and deſir d he would reſume it; but 
he entreated her in the moſt preſſing Terms 
to continue to wear it, telling her withal, that 
ſhe herſelf had ſhewn him an Example by the 

obliging Deceit ſhe had put on his Governour. 
T no” Blanche was a little troubled to find 
Gratitude had any part in what ſhe wou'd 
much rather have owed entirely to Love ; yet 
on his Requeſt, ſhe rerain'd the Buckles, and 
| | by 
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by that, had a Pretence to obli ge him ro receive 
many rich Preſents, which ſhe made! dle 
courſe of their Acquaintance. 

In this manner did Samrel paſs about a 
Year, in effect loving Blanche, but without tel- 
ling her ſo, or indeed, without being certain 
that what he fel: within himſelf, proceeded 
from Love or Friendſhip. And his Heart be- 
ing entirely tranquil, becauſe no Interruption 
made either of thoſe Paſſions uneaſy ; he ſpent 
his time the moſt agreeably that could be: he 
had the Society of the amiable Blanche; he 
was convinc'd he was not indifferent to her, and 
he was yet too innocent to deſire a greater 
Happineſs than he at preſent enjoy'd. But 
now arriv'd the time, which was to prove, that 
there was ſomething more to be wiſh'd than 
what he had obtain'd; and he was convinc'd 
by his Deſpair, that he was indeed a Lover. 
A Gentleman of the long Robe, and who had 
beſide a very conſiderable Eſtate, thought no 
Perſon he had ſeen ſo worthy ro be a Partaker 
of it, as the beautiful Blanche ; he communi- 
cated his Intentions to Bonnin, and received his 
Permiſſion to attend that young Beauty in qua- 
lity of a Lover. The old Banker, tis certain, 
was extremely pleaſed to find a Man of his 
Character and Credit deſired his Alliance, and 
recommended him to his Daughter, as a Perſon 
every way deſerving her Affection. The Match 
was look'd on ſo advantageous, that all the 
Friends of Blanche congratulated her upon it ; ſhe 


received the Compliments made her on this Oc- 
caſion with a cool Sedateneſs, becauſe, rho” ſhe 
had an utter Abhorrence to act as was * 
| rom 
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from her ; ſhe depended on her Father's Indul- 
gence to her, as well as the Promiſe he had 
made her, never to conſti ain her Inclinations. 
The Report, however, reaching the Ears of 
Samuel, a Bolt of Thunder could not have more 
alarm'd him: The Thought, that ſhe would 
ſoon be in a ſtate which would command all 
her Atfections devoted to another than himſelf, 
was a Shock which he had not Fortitude to 
ſupport. — All the Obligations he had received 
from her, — all the felicitous Moments he had 
paſt in Converſation with her, came at once 
into his Mind : and to be depriv'd of her en- 
tirely, gave him an Idea of Miſery more ter- 
rible than can be deſcrib'd. His Chagrin was 
viſible to all that ſaw him, but particularly to 
Blauche, who watched every Movement of his 
Soul. She could not be aflur'd, it was the diſ- 
courſe of her Marriage which had caus'd this 
Alteration in him, yet did ſne flatter herſelf 
with the Hope it proceded from no other Mo- 
tive : but as Love never fails to give, even the 
moſt happy of his Votaries, a ſufficient ſhare of 
Diſquiet to allay their Pleaſure ; it ſometimes 
came into her head, that he might poſſibly 
have ſeen of late, ſome Face which had inſpir d 
him with Sentiments ſhe had but vainly endea- 
vour'd to infuſe into him; and as he forbore to 
ſpeak to her concerning this intended Marriage, 
it ſtrengthen'd her in that fear. She was re- 
ſolved, however, if poſſible, to be certain, and 
to that end, demanded of him, the firſt time 
ſhe found him alone, the Cauſe of fo unuſual a 
Melancholy: he ſeemed ftrangely diſconcerted 
at the Queſtion, and would willingly have _— 

| de 
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ded making any direct Anſwer to it; but the 
more ſhe found him perplex'd in his Replies, 
the more ftrenuouſly ſhe preſsd, and he was 
then obliged to have recourſe to Arrtifices, 
which were not in his Nature to be guilty of : 
— He laid the fault on ſeveral Diſappointments 
which he pretended he had lately met with 
from his Father, and a ſort of a bodily Indiſ- 
tion, which he ſaid, he could not account 
or; but he diſſembled with ſo ill a Grace, that 
ſhe ſaw through the Deceit, and putting on an 
Air of Reſentment, tax'd him with want of Sin- 
cerity, and mingled ſome little Reproaches that 
he ſhould doubt her Integrity, or Capacity of 
keeping a Secret of what kind ſoever. — Thus 
tempted, thus provoked, what Lover cou'd re- 
fuſe to unlock the deareſt Reſerve his Soul had 
in ſtore ; he no longer heſitated if he ſhould de- 
clare the Truth, but being about to do it, the 
extreme Reſpect he had for her ſtop'd the utre- 
rance of his Words; and he entreated ſhe 
wou d be ſatisſied that he wrote to her the real 
Cauſe of the Emotions ſhe had perceived in 
him. It will require, ſaid he, more time than, 
perhaps, my Governor, who ſeldom ſuffers me 
long out of his Sight, will permit me to enjoy, to 
relate by word of Mouth, what 'tis I feel; but 
be aſſur d, in Writing I will conceal nothing 
from you. She ſeemed ſatisfied with this Pro- 
miſe, and retir'd ; after which, he ſhut himſelf 
into his Cloſer, and prepar'd himſelf for a 
Task wholly new, yet not altogether diſpleaſing 

to him. 
Blanche in the mean time having an extreme 
Impacience to be ſatisfied in a thing, on "_ 
the 
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the deareſt Intereſt of her Soul depended, ſent 
Sophia to him, deſiring he wou'd by her convey 
the Verſes he had promiſed to ſhew her. Sa- 
muel eaſily comprehended her Meaning, and 
having juſt finiſhed his Letter, put it into her 
hand, deſiring her that ſhe would tell her Mi- 
ſtreſs, he entreated ſhe would return it to him 
again, becauſe he would willingly keep a Co- 
y. Sophia aſſur d him, ſhe would not 

4 Commands, and returned to her Miſtreſs, 
who impatiently waited her coming, in her Clo- 
ſet, well knowing ſhe ſhould not be able to 
conceal the Grief, or Joy, this Billet would 
give her, if any Witneſſes were preſent at her 
reading it : Bur little is it in the power of Lan- 

ge to deſcribe how exceſſive was the latter, 
when opening the dear Mandate, ſhe found in 
it theſe Lines. 


Should never have preſumed to acquaint 
you with the Cauſe of my Melancholy, had 
you not commanded it in Terms too expreſs 
to be refuſed; my Obedience will, therefore 
I hope, be my Abſolution for my Crime, if it 
can be called one, to admire with too great 
a Paſſion, the only Object I can find worthy of 
it. — I confeſs, that there is nothing ſo ter- 
rible to me as your Marriage. — My Inquie- 
* tudes proceed from the Knowledge, that you 
* are about to diſpoſe of yourſelf in a manner 
* which will deprive me of that Freedom of 
* Converſation with you I have hitherto been 
© bleſt with. — I cannot bear to be whole Days 
* without ſeeing you; — tis worſe than Death 
to reflect that all your Aſſections, your Cares, 

I * your 
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* your Tenderneſs, will be engroſſed by one 
Man, fortunate above all others of his Sea 
I flatter myſelf, that you will accept my Vi- 
© fits after your Marriage, but my Heart is 
not content with that I ſincerely wiſh to 
* ſee you ſettled in an Eſtabliſhment worthy 
* of you, and all the World aſſures me no- 
thing can be expected more advantageous 
© than this Match — But oh! with ſhame I 
* muſt confeſs I cannor bear a part with thoſe 
* who congratulate your good Fortune, nor 
can admit of any Conſolation after I have 
© beheld the completion of ir— What ſhall I 
* fay?—In what manner expreſs what tis I 
© feel? Your preſence, once my ſupremeſt 
© Joy, fills me now with a million of confus'd 
Ideas I tremble to behold you, yet when 
© I think I muſt be debarr'd from beholding 
* you, I fall into the extremeſt Deſpair 
© Pity me,——Conſole me, if it be poſſible I 
* can be capable of receiving it. I never 
Thad the power to relate how much I have 
© ſuffer'd ſince the cruel report of your Mar- 
© riage, fearful to offend where moſt I won'd 
* oblige—— Sophia prevents my ſaying any 
more at this time, I ſend by her this per- 
© plex'd and incoherent Declaration of my 
* Condition—Pardon it, I beſeech you, and 
to aſſure me that you do fo, let me know 
your Sentiments as to the Husband propos d 
to you, under the pretence of ſending me 
* back the Verſes. 


aA a a 


The pleaſure with which the whole Soul of 


Blanche was agitated, prevented her for ſome 
E time 
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time from anſwering it: But Sophia repeat- 
ing Samuel Deſire of having his Verſes re- 


turn'd, ſhe weat into her Cloſet, and wrote in 
theſe Terms. 


.T will no more expoſe myſelf to be de- 
ceiv'd by your affectation of Sincerity— 
Yau pretend to relate the cauſe of your Diſ- 
quiets, and artificially infinuate a Declara- 
tion of Love I muſt confeſs I did not ex- 
pect this from you, nor cou'd ſcarce forgive 
you for it, if the Intereſt you take in m 
* Happineſs did not oblige me to it I am ſo 
far from being angry that you diſapprove the 
* Marriage propos'd to me, that I rejoice to 
find a Perſon of your good Underſtanding. 
© agrees in the ſame Sentiments with me— 
Aſſure yourſelf whatever you. ſay on that 
© ſcore will never be diſpleaſing to me; but 
on the contrary, I ſhall liſten with Satisfac- 
tion to. all the Reaſons you can alledge a- 
gainſt the Change of my Condition, till I 
have an Offer more agreeable to my Inclina- 
tions. 
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This little Billet having finiſh'd, ſhe took 
care to fold up in the ſame manner he had 
done his Letter, and gave it to Sophia, who 


ſuſpected it for no other than the Paper ſhe 
had brought from him. | 


It wou d be very difficult to expreſs the ſa- 
tisfaction of Samuel when he receiy'd this an- 
ſver. He knew that Blanche was very dear to 
him, but had ſo little experience of the Paſſion 
he was poſleſs'd with, that he cou'd not di- 

ftinguiſh 
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ſtinguiſh whether it was Love or Friendſhip. 
He was raviſh'd, however, to think he had 
made her an amorous Declaration, even 
without defigning to do fo, and that ſhe had 
receiv'd it without Indignation. This Succeſs 
gave him ſo much courage, that ſome time af- 
ter, his Tongue confirm'd what his Pen had 
writ ; and Blanche, no longer conſtraining her- 
ſelf to conceal the Sentiments of her Barr, 
liſten'd to all he ſaid on that ſcore with a ſe- 
dateneſs which ſhow'd it was not diſpleaſing 
to her. | 
Tho Samuel was a young Proficient in Love; 
he took an infinite Delight in finding one of 
the moſt agreeable Perſons in the World had 
an Inclination for him : he omitted nothing, 
which might give her new marks of the Re- 
gard he had for her; and Blanche, who ſo long 
had languiſh'd in the fears of his Indifference, 
was tranſported to perceive him inſpir d with 
ſo tender a Senſibility; which, ſtill to improve, 
to a greater height, ſhe miſs d no occaſion of 
entertaining him; they ſaw each other almoſt 
every Hour, and renewed their mutual Aſ- 
ſurances of an everlaſting Affection. | 
Samuel, whoſe Paſſion, by theſe ſoft Indul- 
gencies was now arriv'd at the utmoſt degree 
a Heart can be capable of feeling, had a De- 
licacy in his Eſteem, which made him think 
that Blanche, whoſe admirable Accompliſh- 
ments rais'd above her Birth, cou'd not avoid 
reflecting with ſome pain that ſhe ſhou'd love 
the Son of a Banker, and was frequently 
tempted to reveal to her his real Quality ; but 
then the Fears that the great inequality of 
E 2 theit 
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their Conditions might render her mote upon 
her guard, and convert that obliging Tender- 
neſs ſhe now treated him with, into a too 
reat Diſtance and Reſpect, prevented him. 
o this motive of continuing his Diſguiſe, he 
had likewiſe another; the pleaſure it gave 
him to confider his Birth had no part in the 
Inclination ſhe had for him, and that ſhe loved 
A 
Bonnin was not long before he percei d the 
reciprocal Aſſection between theſe two amiable 
Perſons. But as he knew the great Eſtate So- 
licofane was poſſeſs d of, and had a vaſt admi- 
ration of the good Qualities of Samuel, he was 
not at all offended at it ; nor gave the leaſt in- 
terruption to the felicity they took in enter- 
raining each other. The Cares of a Father 
however, and the Conſideration how little 
Reaſon has the power to operate, where Love 
has too great a power, made him privately re- 
mind he what was due to her Honour, 
and give her all neceſſary Cautions that ſhe 
ſhou'd not allow this young German any Li- 
berries which might induce him to have a 
mean Opinion of her. The good ſenſe of 
Blanche kept her from neglecting this Advice ; 
and tho ſhe was Miftreſs of a great deal of 
Reſolution and Modeſty, was not, perhaps, 


aſſured ſhe ſhou'd always preſerve that Re- 
ſerve ſhe wiſh'd, and indeed all Women 
ought to do who deſire to maintain the Eſteem 
of the Man they love: for this reaſon, ſhe 
began to change her manner of living with 
Sammel; ſhe no longer ſought * of 
eing 
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being alone with him, and when ſhe was, re- 
trench'd great part of the freedom with which 

ſhe had accuſtomed herſelf to treat him. 
Samuel loved with too much Ardour and 
Sincerity, not to be extremely troubled at this 
alteration in her Behaviour: He complain'd 
of her ſeverity in the moſt moving Terms, 
and ſo paſſionately entreated ſhe wou'd admit 
his Converſation as frequently as before, that 
ſhe cou'd not for any long time refuſe his Sol- 
licitations. *Tis true, he never abuſed the 
little Liberties ſhe gave him—His Paſſion was 
too nice to permit him to harbour any Deſires 
but ſuch as were agreeable to his Miſtreſs. 
Blanche, depending on the fidelity of her Lo- 
ver, and deceiv'd by the ſappos'd equality of 
their Conditions, flatter'd herſelf that in a 
ſhort time ſhe ſhou'd eſpouſe the young Solico- 
faze with the conſent of both their Parents; 
and Samuel, forgerful of his Birth, found no- 
thing ſo pleaſing as to love, and be loved by 

this beauriſul Perſon. 

In this agreeable manner did they paſs 
their time, enjoying all the Pleaſures which 
an innocent Affection can beſtow, when a Re- 
port run through Paris that a French Noble- 
man had been arreſted in Germany as he was 
returning from Poland; to retaliate which Af- 
front, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty had order'd 
all rhe German Chevaliers who were found at 
Paris to be ſeiz'd. The Prince's Governour 
being naturally ſuſpicious, imagin'd that the 
Name of Samuel Slicaſaue was not a ſufficienc 
Warrant to protect him from being involy'd in 
the executien of this Decree. He intimated 
to 
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te him, that it ele fo * if 8 was 
bliſh'd on e for im, w aps, 
by ſome 4 might have been di — d, 
and perſuaded him to put on ſome Diſguiſe 
and depart immediately. The Prince, who 
cou'd not think of quitting his dear Blanc he 
without the utmoſt Diſquiet, reſiſted a lon 
time his Importunities ; he told him, he cou 
not imagine but that the Name of Samuel, and 
his Appearance ſo different from that of a 
Prince, might deceive the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny ; 
but the Governour convinced him at laſt, by his 
Reaſons, that all the Precautions had been 
taken to conceal him might have been betray'd, 
and that if he were once carried to the Ba- 
ſtile, there wou'd be no hope of his Releaſe 
but by exchanging him for the Prince of Fur- 
ftemburgh. This Argument with much Perſua- 
fion prevail'd, and he conſented rather to be 
depriv'd of his Miſtreſs for ſome time than of 
his Liberty, which by making known his 
Quality, 'rwas probable, might take away 
all means of a future Correſpondence with 
her. He therefore ſuffer'd himſelf to be con- 
ducted wholly by theadvice of his Governour ; 
who telling Bonnin that they had a Deſire to 
paſs five or fix Days at Fontainbleau in order 
to ſee the Curiofities of that fine Palace, took 
Poſt-Horfes for Calais, and with all poſſible 
ſpeed embark'd for England. Blanche as if in- 
pir'd with a ſort of a Fore-knowledge of the 
Misfortunes which were ſoon to happen to 
her Love, conſented not to this little 3 
without an extreme Reluctance: In ſo much 
that ſne durſt not truſt herſelf to take 190 
| 44% 
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fearing her Tears wou' d betray the Secret of 
her Heart in the preſence of the Domeſticks. 

She reckon'd all the moments of his Abſence, 
being capable of conſoling herſelf no other- 
wiſe than in the Thoughts, that as they flew, 
that of his Return was nearer. 'Thus did ſhe 
beguile the time till the day in which ſhe ex- 
pected; but that being alſo paſt, and the ſuc- 
ceeding one, without ſeeing, or hearing any 
News of him, ſcarce cou'd ſhe contain her 
* Grief within the bounds of Moderation ; nor 
cou'd all the regard ſhe had for her Father 
prevent her from reminding him, that he 
took too little care of a young Man commit- 
ted to his charge. Bonnin, however, imputing 
her Impatience to her Love, thought of no- 
thing but that the Pleaſures of the place had 
engaged him to ſtay in it ſomewhat longer 
than he intended ; bur ſeveral Days more elap- 
ſing, he began at laſt, indeed, to fear ſome ill 
Accident had happened to him. 'To know the 
Truth, therefore, he diſpatch'd a Meſſenger 
ro Fontainbleau, who return'd with the ſur- 
priſing Account that no ſuch Perſons as he 
enquir'd for had been there, Bonnin was ex- 
tremely troubled at this News, but his Daugh- 
ter fell into Agonies which cannot be ex- 
preſs'd ; ſhe retired to her Chamber, and 
gave a looſe to Tears and to r 
Sophia was in the utmoſt Conſternation to ſee 
her in this State, but ſoon being let into the 
Secret what had occaſion'd it, told her that 
ſhe had heard by Accident chat ſeveral Ger- 
mans,alarm'd at the Report which was ſpread 
abroad of their being confin'd in France, _ 
witnh- 
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withdrawn themſelves to England ; ſhe added, 
that it was highly probable, Samuel and his 
Governour might be among the Number of 
thoſe who had taken ſhelter there. Blanche 
join'd in her Opinion, and compoſing herſelf 

as much as ſhe was able, run to acquaint her 

Father with the Notions her Servant had in- 

ſpired in her; and Bonnin not altogether re- 
jecting the Belief of it, was preparing to write 
to 2 N he had in England to de- 
fire he wou'd enquire into the Affair, when + 
he receiv'd a Packer of Letters from that 
Place, among which were two Letters from 
Sammel, one directed to himſelf, and another 
to his Daughter. Blanche was ſo much con- 
fuſed at hearing by her Father's that he was 
really in England, that ſhe had not power to 
open her own ; and not daring to expoſe be- 
fore Bonnin, the Change which this Letter 
wou'd cauſe in her, the ſhut herſelf into her 
Cloſet, and read as follows. 


The faichfol Sammel to bis everedoar Blanche. 


I ſhou'd never have determin'd: to leave 

N France in order to avoid the Perſecutions 

which threatned thoſe of my Country, if 

* I had not conſider d my Liberty as a thing 

J prong to you: I cou'd not doubt your 

* Compaſſion, were you ſenſible of what I have 

© ſuffer'd ſince my departure I think of no- 

v thing but you take no pleaſure but in a 

* Conſciouſneſs of my own unſhaken Con- 

ſtancy, and the Hopes of yours — Preſerve 
— for me, my only Comfort — 
2 | eve 
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CILLA 
© lieve I ſhall not be long abſent, for I al- 
ready begin to think it a leſs misfortune to _ 
be a Priſoner in the ſame Town with you, 
than to be ſeparated from you the diſtance 
© of two hundred Leagues Forget not to 
* write to me, I conjure you I believe, 
there. will be an abſolute Neceſſity for me 
to go to Germany before I return to France, 
© but ſhall be careful in ſending you exact Di- 
* © reftions— The ſole Happineſs I propoſe 
* while abſent from you, is to entertain you 
with freſh Aſſurances that I will love you 
© to the laſt moment of my Life.” 


Tho? this Letter was very tender, and had 
ih it that Air of Sincerity ſhe had always re- 
mark d in him; yet was it inſufficient to con- 
ſole her for the want of his Society. She ab- 
horr d all Company ſince depriv'd of his, and 
to avoid receiving any Viſits, kept her Cham 
ber for ſeveral Days, pretending Indiſpoſi- 
tion; ſhe did not fail, however, to ſend an 
Anſwer by the firſt Poſt, which contain'd 
theſe Words. 


Blanche to the Agreeable Samuel. 


7 Int: had no ſmall debate within my- 
I ſelf, if I ſhou'd write to a Man whocou'd 
© prevail on himſelf to leave me without ac- 
* quainting me with his Deſign : Are the 
* Pains you have given rhe a proof of the 
Paſſion you have profeſs'd >——lf you had 
loved ſineerely, wou'd it not have inſpired 


you with more courage than to have quit- 
þ | F * red 
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ted the Object of your AﬀeCtions on ſuch 
flight Alarms? In a great Prince, indeed, 
© ſuch Precautions had been but 
* what have you to do with Peace or War? 
Our humble Fortune ſubjects us not to the 
Cares which attend the Great, and leaves 
us at liberty to make Love the main Buſi- 
© neſs of our Lives — — Oh Samuel, tis on 
© a poor Pretence you have abandon'd me— . 
© What is become of that Sincexity you boaſt- 
© ed? Have you aſſumed a ſhew of the ſtrict- 
© eft Truth in other Things, only to deceive 
me with the more facility in this? I can- 
© not conſent to receive any more Letters 
© from you Tou have been guilty of a 
© Fault, let your ſpeedy Return atone for 
it. I will hear your Reaſons, and per- 
© haps ſhall find no great Difficulty to juſtify 
*-you; but it muſt be done by your Mout 
© not by your Pex———Concern not yourſelf 
© with theſe ridiculous Reports, which if true, 
© can have no Regard to you; were a 
* Deſign of arreſting any conſiderable Perſon 
© of your Nation the Son of Solicofane 
* wou'd be ſafe.— Be perſuaded you have. 
© nothing to fear, when I adviſe you to come 
© back——Surprize me, rherefore, with your 
* ſpeedy preſence as you did by your depar- 
ture; and as it is not Hords, but Deeds,muſt- 
* convince me, demonſtrate the truth of your 
Affection by your care to do as I deſire.” 


The Prince was no ſooner arriv'd at Ham- 
borough, than he went to thank Solicofane.for 
the good treatnient he had receiv'a in France 

| | under 
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under the name of his Son : He deſired him 
that he won'd not undeceive his Correſpon- 
dent, becauſe he propos d to make a ſecond 
Voyage thither in a ſhort time, and the name 
of Samuel wou d be of the ſame ſervice to him 
as before, both for his ſafety and frugality in 
Expences. Solicofane aſſured him he wou'd do 
in all things as he deſired: and writ to Bon- 
nin, that he was extremely oblig d for the Care 
he had taken of his Son, and that he deſigu d 
to ſend him ſoon again. | 
. Blanche interpreted this Letter to her ad- 

vantage, flattering herſelf, that the love Sa- 
muel had for her, had made him already pre- 
pare his Father for this Voyage. This Ima- 
. gination gave her an exceeding Pleaſure, look- 
ing every day that her Lover wou'd ſurprize 
her with his preſence when he believ d ſhe 


leaſt expected it. | 
In the mean time the Duke of - - - - - was 
extremely pleas'd with the ſs which the 


Prince his Son had made in Paris : he took 
great delight in perceiving with how much 
caſe he went through all his Exerciſes ; and 
had a certain Air of Gallantry in his Addreſs, 
which exceeded his Years and Experience in 
the World ; but he was entirely ignorant how 
a ſhare Love had in forming his Man- 
ners, and that. the care he had to pleaſe a 
beautiful Pariſian, gave him a more than or- 
dinary Diligence to acquire thoſe Qualifica- 
tions which he thought might render - him 
worthy of her. b 2 
Negotiĩations of a deſired. Peace being now 
carried on, the — - found _ 
| 2 | 
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ſelf ablig'd ro ſend his Son to Copenhagen to 
eſtabliſn his Intereſt with the King of Den- 
mark, who had at that time a Miniſter at 
Nu meguen. The Prince was perfectly well re- 
ceived at that Court; every one admired his 

raceful Mien, and agreeable Deportment. 
t was there he receivd the Letter from 
Blanche, having left England before it arriv'd, 
and from thence was ſent to Hamborough, and 
by Solicefane to the Court of Denmark, well 
knowing he was that Samuel for whom it was. 
deſign d: His. preſent great Affairs extin- 
guiſh'd not the memory of the lovely Blanche ; 
| he maintain'd, as he had promis d, an inviola- 
ble Affection for her, and had reſolv'd within 
himſelf ro eſpouſe her with the left hand, 
wich is a Cuſtom in Germany, when Princes 
marry with Perſons of a Birth beneath them : 
bur perceiving his Affairs wou'd detain him a 
conſiderable time in Denmark, and it being 
highly neceſlary for his Intereſt and his. Glory 
that he ſhou'd tarry till the concluſion of 
them; He contented himſelf with writing a 
moſt tender Letter to Blanche, wherein he 
gave her freſh aſſurances of his Love and 
Truth, and omitted nothing to perſuade her 
to believe he hoped ro be with her in a ſhort 
time to part no more. He ſent a Courier 
on purpoſe with this, and ſeveral rich Preſents 
to accompany it, which happened to be the 
Occaſion that it miſcarried ; for the Courier 
being cblig'd to pats where a Party of the 
Army of the Swedes were forraging, he was 
by them depriv'd of the Things he had wich 
bim and his Life. 


Blanche, 
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Blanche, by this means, heard no News of 


ber Lover in more than fix Months, and what 
ſhe endured in that time can only be conceiv'd 
by a Heart equally tender, equally faithful 
with hers. Sometimes ſhe reſolv'd to baniſh 
from her Breaſt the Idea of a Man who took 
ſo little Care to preſerve it; but a moment 
after, ſhe ſought Reaſons for his Excuſe, and 
' choſe rather to lay the blame of his Abſence 
on any thing, than on his want of Conſtancy. 
Tis certain, that the continual Expectation 
ſhe was in of his coming, tly contributed 
to keep Love awake Having commanded 
him to ſurprize her with his Arrival; every 
one that ſhe heard knock at the Gate, gave 
her hopes of ſeeing her Samuel: but when 
running to the Window, ſhe found herſelf 
deceiv'd, Grief and Deſpair return'd with 
all their force on her diſtracted Soul. When- 
ever ſte thought herſelf forſaken by him, it 
gave a freſh ſting to her Affliction, to reflect 
on the Pains ſhe had taken to create in him a 
Paſſion which ſeem'd ſo ſhort-lived ; Pride 
and Shame oppreſt her, and ſhe made uſe of 
her utmoſt Efforts to hate what ſhe look'd on 
ſo uaworthy to be loved: bur alas! her Heart 
. had no ſhare in ſuch a Reſolution, and what- 
ever ſhe determin'd againſt him one Hour, was 
in the next chang 'd to the Reverſe. In fine, 
ber whole time was paſt in a Viciſſitude of 
diſturb'd Emotions, and cou'd the Prince have 
been ſenſible of her Condition, he wou'd no 
doubt have left his Concerns in Denmark un- 
finiſh'd, and haſted to relieve her. 


Bon- 
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Bonnin, perceiving the Diſquiets his Daugh- 
ter labour d under, and imagining, by hear- 
ing nothing from the young Solicmane, that he 
had changed his Mind, reſolved to defer no 
longer marrying Blanche to ſome one of thoſe 
many deſerving Perſons who had ſollicited him 
on that ſcore : the Gentleman of the Long- 
Robe before mention'd, having receiv'd a hint 
of this from an Intimate of Bonnin's, renew'd 
his Pretenſions, and the Banker thinking he 
cou'd never have a better Offer, ſpoke to 
Blanche concerning it. The Modeſty of this 
amiable Perſon noc permitting her to reveal 
her Sentiments before 4 _— expreſt 
no repugnance to this riage, only entreat- 
ed *x wou'd not be too haſty in'entring into 
any Engagement of that kind, being willipg 
to have a little time to inſpect into the Hu- 
mour and Diſpoſition of the Perſon propoſed. 
to her. Benin thought this Requeſt too rea- 
ſonable not to be complied with, and Blanche 
having obtain'd a grant of it, made Sophia 
write the News of her intended Marriage to 
Samuel; believing that if he had yer any re- 
mains of Affection for her, he wou d haſten to 

ent it. The Letter ſhe wrote, by her 
liſtreſs's Directions, was in this manner. 


Sophia 10 the deſerving Samuel. 


— ] Line obſerv'd you always rook an 
14 Intereſt in what regards my Miftreſs, 


I thought ir might oblige you to be told ſhe 
is now on the point of Marriage with a 


* Perſon very conſiderable : it was a long 


* time 
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time before ſhe cou d be prevail'd on to re- 
© ſolve, but has at laſt given her Conſent, 
Z only defiring her Father that the Ceremony 

may be delay'd for two Months-—T know 
not her Reaſons for that Requeſt, but ſome 
part of the time being already elaps d, every 
thing is preparing to make the Solemnity as 
grand as poflible for a Perſon of her 
r 222 dare believe you will e 
: a ths wy 060 which all her 4 
cel at ſo advantageous a Change of 
Condition: and I 1 when you write 
to congratulate her, you will ſome 
Nes of our dear Country to _ 


Tear moſt humble 
S800 HA 


This Letter being addreſs d to Samuel Svli- 
cofane, was by him 2 to the Prince at 
Copenhagen, he having deſired that all the Let- 
ters directed ſo might be ſent to him with all 

. He had by this time juſt determin d 
the Buſineſs which had detain'd him ſo long 
againſt his Inclination, and was preparing to 
return to France by the Conſent of the Duke 
his Father. This Letter of Sophia's had an ef- 
fe& on him more ſenſible than Blanche herſelf 
cou'd imagine ; it involved him in almoſt mor- 
tal Inquietudes, and without waiting for a 

3 Paſſport, 
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Paſſport, which he ought to have carried to 
gue „ he embark'd 22 1 ſor 
England , either forgetful of, or deſpiſing all 
| — 0 but that of ſeeing his Mifireſs in 
the of another. A favourable Sea and 
freſh Gale, brought him to London ſooner than 
he cou'd have hoped ; and he now not doubt- 
ed but to be in France in a few Days: bur: 
the Precipitation with which he hurried thi- 
ther, was the Cauſe of his delay. Some diſor- 
der being at that time in England, the Ports 
- were ſhut, and the Maſters of them command- 
ed to ſeize all Perſons who attempted to em- 
bark without an eſpecial Order from the 
King. The Prince, who knew nothing of 
this, was arreſted at Dover, and conducted 
back to Londons. 

While he rgmain'd in Confinement, almoſt 
wild with his impatient Fears, Blanche was 
lunged in the moſt terrible Deſpair; the two 
Months were expired, and not the leaſt Ii- 
dings of her Lover had arriv'd : What cou'd 
the think * but 5 he who the moſt 2 
grateful and perjured of his Sex ?—She ha 
a a thouſand Reaſons to hate a Man, who ap- 
pear'd to. have entirely forſaken her after the 
moſt paſſionate and ſolemn Vows to the con- 
trary, and reproach'd herſelf with the moſt 
ſhamefulWeaknefs, that ſhe cou'd not ceaſe to 
love him: finding all theEndeavours ſhe cou'd 
make were in al to diſlodge him from 
her Breaft, ſhe threw herſelf at her Father's 
Feet, conjuring him to think no more of this 
Marriage; that ſhe had ſtruggled with herſelf 
to obey him, but found it impoſſible to do fo 

in 
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in this Affair, and — 4 Life. — All the 
Reaſon ſhe gave him for her Regret, was, 
the Averſion which ſhe pretended to have 
naturally for all Gentlemen of the long Robe 
in general. 

Bonnin, who had engaged his Promiſe, was 
extremely troubled at the Reſolution of his 
wy wo his Tenderneſs, however, would 
not ſuffer him to compel her Inclinations ; and 
the Confuſion he beheld her in, which he 
imagin'd proceeded from her Fears of offend- 
ing him, made him aſſure her ſhe ſhould be 
henceforward no more perſecuted . with the 
Solicitations of a Perſon ſo diſagreeable to 
her; and that he forgave her want of Com- 
plaiſance to his Deſires. 

He was, nevertheleſs, in the utmoſt per- 
plexity how to behave: He was a Man nice- 

ly juſt in all his Promiſes, and beſide, was un- 
willing to incur the ill-will of a Perſon, who, 
tho' above him, did him the Honour to ſeek 
his . It ns I gs his _ 
to propoſe his younge ughter, who ha 
been brought u ny — and wanted 
none of thoſe Advantages of Education her 
Siſter had receiv'd: He therefore ſent for. 
her, and embelliſhing her natural Beauties 
with all the Aſſiſtance that Art cou'd give, 

reſented her to the Lover of Blanche, telling 
im, that ſince his eldeſt Daughter was ſo 
much a Foe to her Intereſt, as to confeſs an 
irremovable Repugnance to making him her 
Husband, if his youngeſt had the good for- 
tune to pleaſe him, he did not doubt, but a 


ready Conſent ſhould follow. 5 
G This 
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This young Maid was very little inferiour 
to her Siſter in Beauty, and the Hopes of 
being token for ever from the melancholy 
Life of a Recluſe, gave a certain Brightneſs 
to her Eyes and Air, which was hardly to 
be reſiſted. She appeared extremely amiable 
to the Perſon ſhe wiſh'd to charm, and per- 
- haps too, the Spire he conceiv'd at being re- 

. faſed, after ſo long Courtſhip, by the other, 
contributed to engage him the more to this: 
He heſitated not, if he ſhould accept the Of- 
fer Bonnin made him, and treated her as the 
entire Miſtreſs of his Heart, while the neceſ- 
ſary Preparations were making for the Cere- 
mony of giving her his Haul. 

While theſe things were in agitation, the 
Princeſs of Meckleburgh, who was about to 
return to Germany, avd had a Deſign to vi- 
fit the Courts of ſome Princes in her way, 
was enquiring for a Perſon who might fur- 
niſh her with Bills of Exchange. Bonnin be- 
ing a Man of great Credit, was recommend- 
ed to her; and by that means becoming ac- 
quainted with him, heard from him, as ſhe 
had done from many others, how perfe& a 
Miſtreſs his Daughter was of the German 
Language. The fame of her good Qualities 
had a long time given this Princeſs a Curio- 
fity to ſee her, which expreffing to her Fa- 
ther, he ſent her the next day to attend her 
Highneſs. The favourable Reception ſhe re- 
ceiv'd, convinc'd her of the Princeſs's Sweet- 
neſs of Diſpoſition, and immediately created 
in her a paſſionate Defire to be among the 
number of thoſe who made her Train. I 

| f believe, 
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believe, the Reader will eaſily imagine, Love 
had no ſmall ſhare in forming this Re ſolu- 
tion; and that the chief Motive which in- 
duc'd her to ſee Germany, was the hope that 
the ſhould there ſee Samuel. She had no ſoon- 
er communicated her Wiſhes, on this Affair, 
to the Princeſs, than ſhe was raviſh'd to have 
ſo deſerving a Perſon to accompany her in 
her Travels; but advis'd her to gain the Con- 
ſent of her Father, for the Voyage. Blanche 
told her, ſhe doubted not, but he would be 
proud that ſhe might be acceptable to her 
Highneſs ; and took her leave, in order to 
work him to the Complaitance ſhe delired. 
She entreated it of him wich too much ear- 
neſtneſs to be refuſed ; and indeed, the Sight 
of her continual Diſquiets made him not at 
all d\\farisfy*d that ſhe had taken this Voyage 
into her Head, hoping the change ef Air, 
and the variety of Objects which wod'd pre- 
ſent themſelves to her in the courſe of her 
Travels, wou'd diſſipate her Chagrin. 
Blanche having received her Father's An- 
ſwer, prepared herſelf to follow the Princeſs, 
neglecting not to provide all imaginable Or- 
naments of Dreſs; tho' *tis probable, ſhe 
took this care, leſs to do honour to her il- 
luſtrious Miſtreſs, than to appear amiable in 
the Eyes of her Unfaithful, whom ſhe hoped 
ſoon to have the opportunity of reproaching. 
The Princeſs having all things ready for 
her Departure, took leave of the Court, and 
ſer ſail with · a great number of young Beau- 
ties in her Train; the moſt conſiderable a- 
mong whom, . however, was Blanche. 'T heir 
| G 2 Voyage 
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Voyage was as fortunate as cou'd be wiſh'd, 
and the Princeſs was receivd with the 
teſt Reſpect in all the Cities ſhe paſ- 
fed through after landing. The Reflection 
of breathing ſoon the ſame Air with her ſtill 
dear Samuel, gave Blanche a Vivacity and 
Sprightlineſs, which is not to be aſſum d but 
by thoſe who love. The Inconveniencies of 
their Voyage, and Journey, had fatigued all 
the others of the Princeſs's Ladies ; Blanche 
alone was always in a Condition to be ſervice- 
able to her, or to divert her; which Readineſs 
could not fail of greatly exciting her Eſteem 
and Love. a 

Nothing material to the 1 of this 
Hiſtory happening, I ſhall paſs over the Par- 
ticulars of their Journey, till they arrived 
at Hamborough : The ſight of that City fill'd 
Blanche with Emotions as various as were 
the Reflections which occaſioned them: ſhe 
was more impatient than ever, thinking her- 
ſelf ſo near him, to hear News of Samuel; 
and the Moment ſhe could leave the Princeſs, 
went to the Houſe of Solicofane, pretending 
ſhe had Letters of the utmoſt Importance to 
deliver to him. A Servant received her with 
great Civility, but told her, that his Maſter 
had given Orders to ſee no Perſon that day, 
by reaſon of the extreme Grief he was in for 
his Son, who had expired about an hour be- 
fore ſhe came. The ſudden Shock theſe Ti- 
dings gave Blanche, threw her immediatel 
into a Swoon ; -— never had any Heart paſ- 
ſed in a Moment from ſo exceflive a Joy to ſo 
exceſſive a Grief ; it entirely bereft her of 
Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, and tho her Senſes return'd, they ſer- 
ved her for no other uſe than to enable her to 
utter a thouſand Extravagancies in the preſence 
of Solicefane s Domeſticks. She wou'd attempt 
to run into the Chamber of the deceaſed in 
ſpite of all they could ſay, to hinder her. 
But the Servants, who had a ſtrict Command 
to ſuffer no Perſon to come in, told Sophia, 
who had attended her from France, and was 
now with her, that they would do well to 
retire from a Houſe which was not in a Con- 
dition ro endure ſuch Clamours; and that, if 
they did not inſtantly depart, they muſt ex- 
pect to be driven thence. On this, Sophia, 
partly by force, and partly by perſuaſions, 
ot her away: but when ſhe came to the 
rinceſs's, appear'd ſo chang'd, that ſhe was 
hardly to be known : but this Servant, faith- 
ful to her Miftreſs's Secret, ſaid, that as ſhe 
was paſſing through the Street, ſhe was ta- 
ken with a ftrange Diſorder, of which ſhe 
could not comprehend the meaning, having 
ſeen nothing to occaſion it. A Phyſician was 
preſently for, who, ignorant of the Truth 
of her Diſtemper, apply'd Remedies no way 
proper for it; and the next day ſhe was 
found in a violent Fever: the News of this 
being reported to the Princeſs, ſhe was ex- 
tremely troubled ar it, and ordered, all ima- 
ginable Care ſhould be taken of her. 
While poor Blanche was thus languiſhing 
beneath the Grief for the Death of her ſup- 
poſed Lover, her real and living one having 
obtain'd his Liberty at London, was arrived 
m Paris, and met with a Diſappoincment 
METS there, 
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there, little leſs cruel than his Miſtreſs had 
received in Hamborough. He had endured 
Life with the hope that her Love wou'd fur- 
niſh her with means to defer the Marriage; 
and as he drew near the Houſe of Bonnin, 
flatter d himſelf with a thouſand pleaſing 
Ideas of the Surprize ſhe would be in at light 
of him. He came directiy to the Houſe with- 
out letting any one know of his Arrival; but 

inexpreſſible was his Aſtoniſhment to find at 
the Gates, Servants, whoſe Faces and Live- 
ries were altogether unknown to him. Bon- 
uin, to conſole himſelf for the Abſence of 
Blanche, had prevail'd cn her Siſter and her 
Husband to accompany him ; and as the A- 
partment of his eldeſt Daughter was the moſt 
pleaſant and commodious of any in the 
Houſe, he placed them in ic till ſhe ſhould 
return from Germany. The Prince greatly 
alarm'd, demanded of the Servants i Mada- 
moiſelle Bonnin did not live there; a Valet 
anſwer'd him, that the Lady who was call'd 
Madamoiſelle Benin lived there, but that ſhe 
had now exchanged her Name for that of a 
Gentleman to whom ſhe was marry' d. Is ſhe 
then married? ſaid the Prince haſtily. Yes 
Sir, reply'd the Valet, it is now eigir days 
ſince the Conſummation of their Nuptials. 
And as Perſons of this FunCtion geuerally are 
fond of talking a great deal, he then run in- 
to a long detail of the extreme AﬀeCtion the 
Bride and Bridegroom had for each other, 
deſcribed the Dreſſes both of them wore on 
the happy Day, the Marriage-feaſt, the vaſt 


number of great Perſons who graced it with 
their 
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their Preſence, and a thouſand other Parti- 
culars, which made the Prince almoſt di- 
| trated to hear. To conceal the Emotions 
this News cauſed in him, he retir'd precipi- 
tately to his Lodging, without enquiring for 

Bonnin, or leaving any Account of himſelf. 
When at liberty to indulge the Tranſports 
of his Grief, how impoſſible wou'd it be to 
repreſent the Violence of them ? — A thou- 
' fand Reproaches he utter'd on the Severity 
of his Fate, and the Infidelity- of his Mi- 
ſtreſs: but as a Perſon who truly loves, can 
never continue for any long time in an ill 
Opinion of the beloved Object, he paſs d 
from blaming her want of Faith, to a tender 
Pity of her Condition. — He imagin'd, ſhe 
had been by hey Father conſtraind to this 
Match, and that ſhe was not leſs unhappy 
in being depriv'd for ever of him, than him- 
felf in the knowledge that ſhe was ſo; but 
then tl.c remembrance of what the Valet had 
faid corccrning their mutual Fondneſs for 
each other, deſtroy' d. theſe ſofter Pleas, and 
he was again all Rage aud wild Confuſion. 
He was once of che mind to have ocular 
Demonſtration of the Certainty ; and by go- 
ing to the Cnapel which he knew de Re- 
quented, weten the Motion of her Eyes, 
thoſe i. Fanbie Berrayers of the Heart: he 
thought he could nor be deceiv'd in the In- 
telligence taey ſnhou d bring him; and a great 
Misfo tune it wos to his Repe ſe, that he 
erſiſted not in this Re ſolution. But the Con- 
deration that he ſh. uld not, perhaps, be 
able ro contain his Diſorders in the Preſence 
he had ſo truly and paſlionately loved, made 
1 nim 
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him change it, and in lieu of going himſelf, 
ſent a Valet he had with him, who was a 
young Man of good Penetration, to obſerve . 


her Behaviour. This Emiſlary acquitted his 
Charge punctually enough; it was eaſy for him 
to inform himſelf which was the Daughter of 
Bonnin ; and he, indeed, perceived a Satis- 
faction in her Looks, which was not. to be 
counterfeited. He return'd to the Prince 
with this News, and making a Deſcription 
of her Shape, the Colour of her Hair, and 
Complexion, the great Reſemblance there 
was between the Siſters, gave the unhappy 
Lover no reaſon to imagine he had been de- 
ceiv'd in the Perſon, but that it was the un- 
faithful Blanche, who had ſo entirely forgot 
him : He therefore ſought no further Proof, 
but remain'd in the Opinion that he ought to 
think of her no more. He now believed, ſhe 
never had a real Paſſion for him, and had 
but out of Vanity endeavour'd to inſpire one 
in him: his Glory was piqud at this Sug- 
geſtion, and he knew not how to revenge 
himſelf better, than by pretending to have 
only amuſed an idle time with the Thoughts 
of her. But leſt all he ſhould ſay on that 
ſcore might be taken for the effects of his De- 
ſpair, when he cou'd no longer nouriſh any 
hope of obtaining her; he reſolved not to let 
Bounin know he was in Paris, or take any 
notice that he had heard of her Marriage. 
Having fix d himſelf in this ſpiteful Determi- 
nation, he writ a Letter to her, which he 
dated from Hamborough, the Contents of it 


were 
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Samuel to the Deceiv/d Blanche: 


* IT find it neceſſary for the Repoſe of my 
0 Conſcience to acquaint you with the 
truth of my Sentiments before my Death: I 
* confeſs to have been guilty of the utmoſt 
Deceit when I pretended a Paſſion for 
* you-—lt is time to diſabuſe you, to the end 
* you may not defer your Marriage with any 

other on my account, who never had a ſe- 
* rious thought of you do not doubt 
but that the freedom of this Declaration will 
a give the moſt poynant alarm to your Pride, 
* but you t to pardon it, becauſe you 
* know that there is very little Reaſon to be 
given either for our Love or Averſion. For- 
get me therefore, I conjure you, ſince I find 
it is impoſſible for me to return in reality 
any part of that Paſſion you have profeſt for 
me and allow that there is Sincerity 
among the Germans, ſince that alone obliges 
me to tell ; ou, that you ought to think no 
more on 
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SAMUEL SOLICOFANE. 


The Prince fancied himſelf ſomewhat more 
at eaſe, having finiſh'd this little piece of 
Malice; and having ſeal'd it up, directed the 
Cover to Bonnin, for the more certainty of its 
Conveyance. 

Bonnin, who had not yet receiv'd News of 
the Indiſpoſirion of his Daughter, ſent this 
Letter to her by the firſt Poſt, without open- 
ing it. Blanche being pretty well recover'd; 

H when 
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when ſhe receiv'd it, was preparing to ac- 
company the Princeſs who was then about to 
leave Hamborough, and continue her Journey to 
the Dominions of the Duke of Zell, who be- 
ing advertiſed of her coming, were making 
Preparations to give her a magnificent Recep- 
tion. So cruel a Letter from Samuel helped 
more to contribute to the eſtabliſhing Blanche s 
impair d Health, than all the Preſcriptions of 
the Phyſicians— The ſhame it gave her to 
reflect ſhe had been deceiv'd by ſo young and 
unexperienced a Berrayer, made her equally 
regret that ſhe had lov d him living, or la- 
mented him dead. Her Heart, 'tis true, felt 
the utmoſt repugnance to hate a Man, it once 
ſo dearly loved; but reading over ſeveral times 
that diſobliging Letter by degrees gave her 
Strength to combat with the ſofter Paſſions, 
and in time Reaſon got the Victory. 
This ſuppoſed Experience of the Infidelity 
of Samuel, gave her. an averſion to all Man- 
kind in general; ſhe refolved to be deceiv d no 
more, and to that end form'd a Reſolution to 
continue always in a Virgin-State. As ſhe 
confirm'd herſelf in theſe Sentiments, ſhe re- 
gain'd inſenſibly her Chearfulneſs and Good 
Humour, and the Obligations ſhe had receiv'd 
from the Princeſs during her Sickneſs, at- 
tached her to her Service more firmly than be- 
fore, and ſhe now thought of nothing but 
how to render herſelf worthy the Bounties of 
ſo gracious a. Miſtreſs. 

As ſhe was ſcarce ever our of the Princeſs's 
preſence, ſhe found her proficiency in the Ger- 
man Language of great uſe, becauſe it was 

hs im- 
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impoſſible for that Lady to entertain fo great 
a Number as were continually viſiting her. 
Few Women, if any, had ever more natural 
Charms than Blanche, and as few of her S:a- 
tion had ever thoſe Advantages to fer them 
off: To that richneſs of Apparel and J wels 
which ſhe receiv'd from the Indulgence of her 
Father, the Princeſs was daily adding ſ:me 
new Ornament to illuſtrate the Beauty of her 
Favourite, and ſhe by degrees became ſo 
dear to her, that ſhe treated her in a manner 
little different from that with which ſhe wou'd 
have uſed a Siſter. In this Situation, in which 
every Accompliſhment appear'd in its utmoſt 
Brightneſs, tis not to be wonder'd at, that 
ſhe attracted the Efteem and Admiration of 
the whole World. . 
The Court of the Duke of Zell is one of 
the moſt polite in all Germany : it was at that 
time more than ordinarily Splendid and Gay, 
by reaſon the Duke of Hanover and the Bi- 
ſhop of Oſuahourgh, Brothers to that Prince, 
paſs'd there the whole time of the Carnival; 
there were nothing to be ſeen but continual 
Diverſions ; Balls, Opera's and Comedies took 
up all the Evenings, as did Feaſting, and im- 
proving Converſation the Days. 'The Princeſs 
of Meckle bourg was preſent, with the chief of 
her Ladies, at all theſe Entertainments, and 
as the Princes had the greateſt Conſideration 
for her, whenever ſhe was in her Apartment 
one or the other were with her : She enter- 
tain'd them frequently with Diſcourſes on 
the Court of France, the ſurpriſingly fine 
Qualities of Lewis the Great, neglecting no- 
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thing which might repreſent the Glory of that 
uluſtrious Monarch; and cou d not forbear 
teſtifying at the ſame time her Affliction ta 
ſee all the Princes of Germany engag d in In- 
tereſts contrary to thoſe of his. They ſeem d 
touch'd with what ſhe ſaid, and having avow- 
ed the higheſt Efteem and Veneration for that 
great King, aſſur d her, that as a proof of 
their Deſires for Peace, they had relinquiſh'd _ 
many Demands which their Ambaſſadors had 
made at the Aſſembly of Nimeguen. The Prin- 
ceſs taking advantage of this favourable Diſ- 
poſition, writ preſently to France, and know- 
ing that the Baron of Verden the Emperor's 
Envoy at the Court of Zell had a great hand 
in the Determinations of that Prince, ſhe re- 
preſented to him how much it was the Inte- 
reſt of the Electors to follow the Example of 
the Emperor, who had already acceeded to 
= part . 7 — 3 the Treaty * : 
imeguen. 7 itical Diſpoſition in t 

Princeſs gave occaſion for — Confe- 
rences with the Baron, and as he underſtood - 
not French, Blanche was the Interpreter of 
what he ſaid in High-Dutch, and of the An- 
ſwers made him by the Princeſs in French. 
The Baron, who had admir'd Blanche at a 
diſtance, was entirely charm'd on diſcovering 
the Perſections of her Mind: he lock d on 
her Beauty as a Prodigy, but to hear her 
reaſon on the Intereſts of Nations, and regu- 
late the Affairs of Princes, he was aſtoniſhed 
beyond meaſure; and he cou'd not be able to 
comprehend how a young Perſon of her Gaiety 
and Sprightlineſs in thoſe Converſations more 

2 pecu-· 
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peculiar to her Sex and Years, cou d be capa- 
ble of forming ſuch grave Reflections, and 
give a Judgment, which ſeldom fail'd or was 
miſtaken, on Affairs which ſeem'd entirely out 
of her Sphere of Underſtanding. 

The pleaſure he took in hearing her ſpeak, 
made him viſit the Princeſs much oftner than 
he had Buſineſs ; the more he ſaw of her, the 
more he found to eſteem, and that Efteem in 
a ſhort time grew up to a Paſſion too warm 
to admit any repoſe in the Breaft which har- 
bour d it. 

Blanche preſently perceiv d the Sentiments 
ſhe had inſpir'd, but the care he took to 
pleaſe, was far from obtaining the Effect he 
aim'd at: her remembrance 


minions of his Father, found that the Illuftrious 
Houſeof Brunſwick had enter'd into an Accom- 
modation for Peace. This Advice oblig'd his 
Father to ſend him to the Court of the Duke 
of Zell, to entreat he wou'd take care of his 
Interefts, and that he might alſo be comprized 
in the Treaty. | H 
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He learn d on his Arrival that the Princeſs 

of Mecklebourgh was at that Court, and was 

' ſurprized to hear all the World full of the 
Praiſes of a young Beauty that accompanied 

her: He had not however the leaſt Curioſity 

to ſee her, the imagin'd Infidelity of Blanche 

had ſo much piqued him againſt all Perſons 
of that Nation, that he ſhunn'd all Converſa- 
tion with them. He had Orders from the 
Duke his Father to confer on the particulars 
of his Negotiation with the Baron of Werden, 
who was his intimate Friend: this gave oc- 
caſion to ſee each other often, and to main- 
tain a perfect Amity between them. The 
Baron, who found the young Prince extremely 
polite, offer'd ſeveral times to introduce him 
to the Princeſs of Mecklebourg; but he evading 
it without giving any reaſon for ſo doing, 
the other preſt him one day, when he was 
going thither, to accompany him, but the Prince 
deſired ſtill to be excuſed : on which the Ba- 
ron looking on him with ſome Surprize, I can- 
not imagine, ſaid he, for what Reaſon a 
Prince ſo every way accompliſhed as you are, 
ſhou'd ſhun the Acquaintance of a Lady fo 
deſervedly famous for a thouſand Qualities 
as the Princeſs of Mecklebourgh. He added fo 
much on this head, that the Prince was at 
laſt conftrain'd to tell him, that no. body had 
a greater regard for the Chara@ter of that 
Princeſs than himſelf ; but that, having had 
a moſt violent Affection for a Lady at Paris, 
by whom he thought himſelf equally beloved, 
he had found himſelf deceiv'd by her, and for 
that Reaſon cou'd ill endupe the Society of 
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any of that Country, much leſs of the Women 
of it; and as it was an Impoſſibility to ſee the 
Princeſs without ſeeing alſo her Companion, 
he choſe rather to deprive himſelf of the plea- 
ſare the one wou'd afford, than ſuffer the 
mortification of the other. The Baron laugh'd 
heartily at ſo ſtrange an Effect of diſappoint- 
ed Paſſion, but from that time forbore to 
preſs him againft his Inclinations. 
The Prince's ill Succeſs did not deter him 
from continuing his Affiduities to Blanche: he 
thought the Deceit he had met with proceed- 
ed Nom his ill Choice, and that he ſhou'd 
have nothing to fear of that kind from Blanche, 
if he were once happy enough to prevail on 
her to confeſs a Paſſion for him : he ſeldom 
fail'd one day viſiting her, and every time he 
went, reſolved ro declare himſelf; bur the ex- 
treme Awe her Preſence inſpir d, ftill deterr d 
him; whenever he departed, he was aſhamed 
of his weak Vowing, that he wou'd have | 
more Courage the next Viſit : but his Timi- g 
dity returning when ſhe appear'd, he was 
compell'd ro languiſh in an unavailing Silence. 
This Poſition of his Heart made him how- 
ever extremely Melancholy and Penſive; the 
Prince perceiv d it, and having in his head 
nothing ſo much as the Buſineſs he came to 
tranſact, ask'd him if any new Accident had 
happen'd to change the face of Affairs, and 
impede their Endeavours for a general Peace. 
No, faid the Baron, all Things continue as 
they were; but I am embark'd in an Affair 
of more conſequence to my Peace, than any 
relating to the State cou'd be. He then _ l 
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ceeded to acquaint him that he was paſſionately 
in love with the beautiful French Woman that 
accompanied the Princeſs, but had never had 
the boldneſs to let her know it. The Prince en- 
deavour'd ajl he cou'd to perſuade him to ba- 
niſh· a Deſire which he told him wou'd be the 
Enemy of his future Glory, as it was of his 
preſent Repoſe : and repeated the particulars 
of his own Story, the means by which he was 
firſt enſnar'd to become a Lover, and the un- 
juſt and cruel Treatment his Conſtancy had 
receiv d, concealing nothing of the truth but 
the Names of Samuel and he. But of how 
little uſe, Advice is to a Lover, none but 
Lovers know. The Baron cou'd not take warn- 
ing by his Example, and flatter'd himſelf ac- 
cording to the common deception of that Paſ- 
ſion, that he ſhou'd meet a better fate: He 
therefore told him, that it wou'd be a greater 
proof of his Friendſhip to inſtruct him in what 
manner the Ladies of France liked beſt to be 
addreſs d, than to give him any counſel againſt 
. a Paſſion, which had already gain'd too fixed 
a Root to be extirpated. The Prince was 
griev'd to perceive he was ſo obſtinately bent 
on what he look d on to be deſtructive to the 
deareſt Intereſts ind can have; yet ſee- 
ing that all the Arguments he cou d make uſe 
* deter him were in vain, he adviſed him 
to write that Declaration to his Miſtreſs, which 
his Tongue wanted Courage to make; and 
judging rightly that a Billet wou'd ſound 
more tender in the French Lan than the 
Durch, offer d to write one for him. The Baron 
thank'd him in Terms which teſtified _ 
m 


(57) 
much he wou'd be oblig'd for ſuch a Fa- 
vour, and the Prince taking Pen and Paper 
immediately perform'd his Promiſe in theſe 


Lines. 

; BE not ſurpriz'd that I write to you in 
2 French, tis common with Love, to work 
Miracles; — judge by it, however, of the 
Power you have over me, ſince it obliges me 
* tomake uſe of a Language which I under- 
* ſtand no more of, than is neceſſary to let 
© you know that I adore you I have a 
* thouſand Times attempted to ſpeak this 
* Truth, but your Preſence never left me 
* Maſter enough of myſelf to be able to do 
it Pardon, and, if it be poſſible, contemn 
me not for it. 


The Baron having ſeal'd this Billet, af- 
ter the Prince had explain'd it, thought of 
nothing but the means how to give it hand- 
ſomely to his Miſttcſs. He went to viſit 
her immediately, and ſhe gave him an op- 
portunity as full as he cou'd have wiſh'd. 
Blanche, perceiving an Air of Melancholy. 
more than uſual in his Countenance (dich 
was, indeed, occaſion'd by his Perplexicy 
how to deliver his Letter) demanded of 
him the reaſon of his Inquietude : on which, 
taking advantage of her Curioſity, he pluck d 
the Paper out of his Pocket, and putting 
it into her hand, defired ſhe wou'd read 
it. Blanche believing it contain d ſome Ad- 
vice important to the Intereſt of the Prin- 
ceſs, ſcrupled not to receive it, and haſtily 


1 open 
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opening the Seal, no ſooner caſt her Eyes on 
the Writing than ſhe preſently knew it to 
be the Character of Samuel, once ſo fami- 
liar to her Sight, and which never had been 
ra ſed from her Mind. The diſorder ſhe was in, 
left her ſcarce the power of reſolving on any 
thing ; but being Miſtreſs of a great readi- 
neſs of Thought, ſhe preſently imagin'd that 
this was one of Samuel's Letters written to 
herſelf, and that having dropt it, the Baron 
had found it, and took this means of letting 
her know he was not inſenſible ſhe had been 
engag'd in a Love-Intrigue. She therefore 
folded it up in the manner it was when ſhe re- 
ceiv'd it, and return'd it him again with- 
out reading it. | 

The Baron, who was little leſs perplex d, 
tho for different Reaſons, told her, he had ne- 
ver dared to entertain her on the Subject of 
that Billet; but having ſuffer d the moſt ſe- 
vere Inquietudes in his Silence, entreated ſhe 
wou'd pardon 'the Liberty he took. Blanche 
interpreting this Diſcourſe to his diſadvan- 
tage, and judging that the Billet had given 
him occaſion of Jealouſy, was thinking with 
fome Confufion in whac manner ſhe ſhou'd 
reply, when the Princeſs came that moment 
into the Room where they were, and eas'd 
her of that Pain by interrupting their Con- © 
verſation for that time. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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LANC HE having remark d 
SE that the Princeſs was ſpeaking 
of ſome Affair of Importance 
do the Baron, ſhe took that 
18. Wa Occaſion to retire, and ſhut 
=——=<S herſelf- into her Chamber; 
where, as ſoon as ſhe found ſhe was alone, 
ſhe began to make a thouſand different Re- 
flections on the imaginary Reproach that 
the Baron had given her, in preſenting her 
with that Billet. The Reſolution ſhe had ta- 
ken, never to enter into a new Afﬀair after 
the ill Succeſs of her firft Love, run. always 
in her Mind ; and ſhe could without an 


infinite Vexation, Gs how much ſhe * 


151 
ceſſant Imporrunities of 


to the 


25 


he Baron, who, ſhe doubted not, would take 
dvantage of the Knowledpe, ſhe ſuppos'd he 


Advantage 
had, of che Paſfion Samuel had for her: Nor 
would her Fears have been without Reaſon, 
had he been as well appris d of her Affairs as 
ſhe imagin'd he was: For tis certain, one 
may venture to prefume farther, and take 
eater Liberties with a Woman, who, one 
now's, has been already ſenfible of the tender 
Paſſion, than with one who never had any 
Experience of it. Blanche was in theſe Inqui- 
etudes, when Sophia, having been to hear an 
eminent Preather, came into the Chamber ; 
her Miftreſs preſently began to ask her con- 
cerning the bur the other, withour 
anſwering to what ſhe demanded, made her 
underſtand, by a long uſeleſs Preamble, that 
ſhe had ſomething extraordinary to ac- 
quainr her wich; on which Blanche teftifying 
a Deſire to be inform'd of it, ſhe gratify 
not her Curioſity for a long while, ſtill run- 
ning on with Exclamations on the eſs 
of the Adventure, and ſaying what ſhe to 
relate would ſeem incredible. Make the Trial, 
however, ſaid Blanche, (a little vexed at the 
Indi ſeretion of her Servant.) She then told her 
that ſhe had ſeen Samuel, and fo near, and ſo 
diſtinctty, that ſhe could not be miſtaken; I 
obſerv'd him, ſaid ſhe, the whole Time of the 
Sermon, followed him out of the Charch, and 
by his Mien and Air, as well as by the Fea- 
tures of his Face, F am convinced it was no 


other than that very Samuel who was reported 
to be dead. Blanche found'fo little Appearance 
of Truth in this News, that ſhe 8 


(3) 
bear treating the Perſon who ſpoke it as mad; 
but Sophia maintaind ſo poſitively, that ſhe 
was not deceiv'd, that her Miſtreſs, ſurpriz'd 
at the Aſſurance, with which ſhe continued to 
aver it, began to give a little more Credit to 
it, as believing ſhe would not dare to flatter 
her with ſuch a Suppofition, but on very 
good Grounds. She now began to liſten to 
the Circumſtances her Servant related, and 
was the more eaſily perſuaded to believe ſhe 
had, indeed, ſeen Samuel, when the reflected 
on the laſt Letter ſhe had received from him : 
The I 3 e her 
imagine he might il in Reality livi 
and was only dead to her; this 8 
accompany d by a Torrent of Tears, which 

Sophia imputing to the Tenderneſs ſhe ſtill 
had for him, aſſured her by new Proteſta- 
tions, that he had been that Day in the 
ſhe had heard the 

But Blanche, who for that Moment wi 


'S 
4 . 


ſhe ſearched in her Cabinet for that Letter, 
perhaps flattering her * that her ** 
2 | 
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had made her think it more diſobliging than it 
really was, and that ſhe ſhould find ſomething 
in it, which might ſhew he had yet ſome little 
_—_— of Tenderneſs for her ; "bu, happi- 

to leave her in Sentiments ſo agreeable, ſhe 
5 not, remember d ſoon after that ſhe had 
burn'd it, with all the reſt ſhe had received 
from him, when ſhe made that Reſolution, al- 
ready mention'd, of never more putting it in- 
to the power of Mankind to deceive her, but 
to live always a Virgin. She was now ex- 
_ treamly ſorry ſhe had committed this Letter 
to the Flames, and her Love for Samuel revi- 
ving, on. the Aſſurances her Servant had given 
her, that he was ftill living, ſhe could not help 
| perſuadin ng herſelf, that ſhe was not ſo alto- 

gether indifferent to him, as ſhe had imagin'd, 

and aud wilt d nothing ſo much as to be confirm d 
in the Conjectures of Sophia. 

She call d her again into the Chamber, and 
baving ask'd her a thouſand. Queſtions con- 
cerning this Adventure, to all which the An- 
ſwers of the other redoubling her Hopes; for 
the better Aſſurance, ſhe wrote to the Count 
of Rebenac's Secretary, who ſhe had been ac- 
quainted with at Hamborougb, and who ſhe 
knew was ftill there, deſiring him to let her 
know the Certainty as to the "Life or — of 

Samuel Solicofane. 
While the Mind of Blanche was, in this Po- 
ſition, the Baron of Werden, who lov'd her 
with a - moſt path ionate Affection, entreated 
the Prince f do aſſiſt him in his En- 
deavours to make her ſenſible of it; being per- 
ſuaded, that having been himſelf enamour d 
of a French Lady, he beſt knew what * 
e 


CY - 
be pleaſing to a Perſon of that Nation. The 
Prince aſſured him; that the Women of that 


Country expected the utmoſt Aſſiduities from 


their Lovers; that the Man who hoped to be 
ſavour d, muſt make Love the chief Buſineſs 
of his Life, and in every thing ſubmit himſelf 
entirely to the Will of his Miſtreſs; which, 
generally ſpeaking, was to be entertain'd with 
all manner of Cattanries, ſuch as Balls, 
Treats, rich Preſents, and an eternal Defe- 
rence paid them from all other Women in 
Company. But the Baron, who had already 
experienc'd Blanche was not of this Humour, 
never left off prefling the Prince to ſee her, to 
the end, that having a more perfect Know- 
ledge of her Diſpoſition, he might be the bet- 
ter able to adviſe him. But tbe Prince, who 
cou'd not endure the Converſation of the 
French, ſince the ſeeming Infidelity of Blanche, 
begg'd he wou'd diſpenſe with his commen- 
cing any Acquaintance with this Lady: he 
coud not, however, reſiſt his Importunities 
of accompanying him to her Apartment, and 
to be placed in a Cloſet, where he might eaſi- 
ly hear what Diſcourſe ſhou'd paſs between 
them, which he thought, wou'd let him enough 
into her Soul, to enable him to direct him in 
his Love-Advances. This being agreed up- 
on, they went together, as ſoon as it was Even- 
ing; and the Baron, being every day at the 
Princeſs's, knew ſo well the Ways of the 
Houſe, that he eaſily conducted. the Prince 
into the Cloſer, without being taken notice of 
by any: Perſon ; after which, he withdrew into 
the Drawing-Room | adjoining to it, where 
Blanche, ſoon after entring, received him = 

civilly. 
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civilly. The Prince, at firſt, thought chey were 
engaging in an amorous but 


K K = 


her near enough to that part of the Room 
' which was next the Cloſet, or that the Prince 
did not liſten with that Attention which was 
neceſſary, is uncertain ; but he diſcovering 
_ of 5 ſaid, and — been that 
y a little fa a0 2 hunting 
A 
there. 
The Princeſs of 
ceiv'd a Packet from 
yorker Letter directed to Blaxche, ſent for her 
to come into her Chamber, on a Buſineſs of 
Importance ; on which ſhe took her Leave of 
the Baron, excufing herſelf on the account of 
her Obedience. The Gentleman who brought 


him alone to make it, and ſeveral other Perſons 
— afrer into the Room, this 


ae been e — 
arrived, in which he had promiſed to att 


Blanche, who wou'd not read her Letter in 
the Preſence of the Princeſs, took her 
as ſcon'as the hed recely'd ir, full of perplex- 
ed Emotions, as a 


gal 
Apartment, ſhe broke it haſtily open, and 
— — | "'*e 
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_ © F is nor difficult for me, Madam, to ſa- 

© & tisfy your Curiolicy, becauſe the Family 
* of Monſieur Solicofaxe is perfectly well 
© known to me. No Perſon here is ignorant, 
that his Son died at the time you were in 
* Hamborough ; but. | 


She had Power to read no more; a Tide 
of Tenderneſs over-whelm'd her Reſolution— 
She knew as much as was ſufficient to render 
Erd 

Hing to 3 ore the fa- 
ral Mandate into her Pocket, and retired to 
her Cloſer to give a looſe to Grief, and afreſh 
bewail the Death of a Lover who was then 
ſleeping ſcarce ten Paces from her; the Sight 
of a Man in that Place gave her ſome Terror, 
but when looking more earneſtly, ſhe faw and 
remember d a Face that had been ſo dear to 
her, Aftoniſhment and Fright made her ſend 
forth a great Cry, and at the ſame time 
dropp'd the Wax-Candle ſhe had in her 
Hand. 'The Noiſe awakening the Prince, he 
ſtarted up, and, without ſtaying to examine 
who it was that made it, open d the little 
Door by which he enter'd, and with 
all poſſible Expedition ; ſeveral of the Prin- 
ceſs's Domeſticks running in immediately af- 
ter into the Chamber of Blanche, ſhe call'd 
them into the Cloſer, and orderd them to 
ſearch with all Diligence for a Perſon, who, 
ſhe told them, ſhe had ſeen there: but they 
looking not only in the Cloſer, but through all 
the Rooms near it, every one, and ſhe herſelf 
believ d it only a Deceprion of the Mind, a 

f . g * 
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that Imagination,diſtemper'd by ſome diſturb'd 
Ideas, had created this Phantom. Blanche 
was, however, greatly diſquieted at it; but 
not being willing to make this Affair too pub- 
lick, forbore to ſpeak any further on it: But 
as ſoon as ſhe found herſelf alone with Shia, 
ſhe related to her all the Circumſtances of it, 
beginning with the Letter ſhe had received 
from Hamborough, the Aſſurance it gave her of 
the Death of Samuel, the Tears ſhe ſhed for 
him, and the Spirit of that dear Lover, which, 
ſhe ſaid, had appear'd before her Eyes in the - 
midſt of her Agonies for his Death. Sophia, 
who had little Faith in Apparitions of that 
kind, endeavour d to perſuade her 'twas the 
effect only of Fancy; but Blanche perſiſted in 
her Belief,, and making many ſerious Re- 
flections on it, grew ſo melancholy, that the 
was ſometimes almoſt ready to quit the 
World, and paſs the reſt of her Days among 
the Religious. 

The Moment the Baron of Werden cou'd 
diſengage himſelf from the Duke of Hanover, 
he went to the Prince of ** ** ®, and de- 
manded his Sentiments concerning the Cohwer- 
fation he had with Blanche; but he confeſs d 
freely to him, that being fatigued with Riding, 
he had fallen aſleep in the Cloſet, nor waked, 
till by the Cries of a Perſon who ame into 
the : he added, that he had not ſeen 
her Face, for the Wax-Candle, which fell out 

of her Hand upon the Ground, tho not ex- 
tinguiſh'd by the Fall, ſerved him only to find 
the Door, but gave him not Light to perceive 
any other thing, even tho he ſhou'd have had 
time or curiolity to have examin'd. The Ba- 
N . ron 
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ron ſeem'd troubled at this ill Succeſs, but re- 


newed his Entreaties, that he wou'd accom- 
pany him to ſee his Miſtreſs ; but 'the Prince 
defended himfelf, as he had always done. 
Finding all the Requeſts he cou'd make of that 
nature were in vain, he deſired then that he 
wou'd oblige him ſo far, as to write a ſecond 
Letter for him: to this he readily comply'd ; 
but he had ſcarce finiſh'd it, when the Baron 
looking on him with Eyes, which teftify'd he 
was himſelf aſham'd of the Entreaty he was 
about to make, and asking firſt a thouſand 
Pardons, begg'd he wou'd favour him with 
ſo great a Mark of Friendſhip, as to conde- 
| ſcend, in ſome diſguiſe, to be the Bearer of 
it; ro the end, that being preſent when ſhe 
read it, he might obſerve the Emotions it 
ſhould raiſe in her, and by them be able to 
judge if ſhe was at all affected with his Paſ- 
ſion or not. The Prince was a little ſurpris'd 
at the Liberty he took ; but having been ac- 
quainted with the Force of Love, and com- 
paſſionating the Agonies it occafion'd, he not 
only forgave his Friend, but alſo promis d to 
do all that was deſir'd of him. The Fear he 
was in of being known by any Perſon, who 
he might ſee at the Princeſs's, made him 
change his Habit for that ſort of Dreſs which 
is worn by the Houſſars, a kind of Porters that 
. ſerve the German Princes, and walk before 
them with a Staff in their Hands. Thus ac- 
coutred, he went to Blanches Apartment, in 
order to acquit himſelf of his Commiffion— 
but he was inform'd ſhe at that time accom- 
pany'd the Princeſs in her Evening's Walk ; 
he therefore attended her Return in a Terras, 

C which 
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which he knew ſhe muſt paſs: it was not long 
before ſhe appear'd, and ſome of the Servants, 
who happen'd to be there, informing him ſhe 
was the Perſon he had enquir'd for; the 
Richneſs of her Apparel, and the Majeſty of 
her Air, ſurpris'd him with ſome Emotions, 
. which at that time he cou'd not account for ; 
her Hood-being over her Face, prevented him 
from diſcovering Features, which other- 
wiſe wou'd have inform'd him what it was 
he felt. But Blanche, who had her Eyes fix'd 
on him, coming more near, eaſily perceiv'd 
the Reſemblance of her dear Samuel in ſpite 
of his Difguiſe : a ſecond fight of this ſuppos'd 
Ghoſt, put her in ſo terrible a Fright, that 
—_ to fly from it, ſhe fell down in a 
Swoon. The Prince was ftrangely aſtoniſh'd, 
but knew not whether it were more proper 
to run to her Aſſiſtance, or to quit the Place; 
but imagining it was his Habit which had 
alarm'd her, choſe the latter, eſpecially when 
he confider'd there were Perſons near, by 
whom ſhe wou'd inftantly be reliev d. 

Some Domeſticks of the Princeſs coming 
preſently to her, apply'd Means, which, in 
a ſhort time, brought her to herſelf ; but ſhe 
appear'd ſo wild, and fo confus'd, that they 
imagin'd a fudden Delirium had ſeiz'd her 
Brain. She forbore, however, making any 
mention of- the ſuppos'd Viſion, remembring 
how little ſhe had been able to perſuade any 
Perſon concerning what ſhe had ſeen in the 
Cloſer. Sophia was, however, her Confident 
in this, as in moſt other of her Secrets, and 
that Maid being poſitively convinc'd in her 
own mind, that Samuel was not dead, * 
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ed him to be abour that Court; and that it 
was a Viſion of Fleſh and Blood which had twice 
appear'd before her Miſtreſs's Eyes. To con- 
firm her in this Conjecture. ſhe had privately 
taken from the Pocket of Blanche, the Letter 
which ſhe had receiv'd from the Count of Re- 
benac's Secretary, and not being poſleſs'd of 
the ſame Diſquiets, which had, till now, pre- 
vented her Miftreſs from reading it through, 
found the Contents in this manner. 


ö Tz is not difficult for me, Madam, to 
I ſatisfy your Curioſity, becauſe the Fa- 
* mily of Monſieur Solicofane is perfectly well 
* known to me; no Perſon here is ignorant 
that his Son died at the time you were in 
* Hamborough; but he has ſtill one living, named 
* Samuel,whoſe Merit · contributes to conſole his 
Father for the Loſs of the other; this is the 
* only Child he now has. If you deſire to 
© know any thing further, be pleas'd to com- 
mand me, and be perſuaded, it ſhall be my 
Care to inform you with all poſſible Exactneſs. 


Never was any Mind fill'd with greater 
Conſternation and Grief, than that of this 
r Maid; ſhe doubted not bur her 
iſtreſs had read the Letter, and cou'd not 
imagine for what reaſon ſhe ſhou'd have taken 
ſo much pains to deceive her concerning the 
Death of Samuel; the Secretary plainly told 
her he was living, and to what end all thoſe 
Tears were ſhed, theſe Stories rais d of his 
Ghoſt, and this counterfeited Terror. As 
ſhe had never done any thing which might 
render her ſuſpected, it ſeem d to her ſome- 

"MY _ thang 
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thing unaccountably ſurpriſing, that ſhe had 
ſo far loſt the Confidence of Blanche, as to put 
her to all this rrouble, for no other reaſon 
. than to keep her from the knowledge of the 
Truth; and this Reflection made her ſo very 
uneaſy, that ſhe no longer perform'd the Du- 
ties of a Servant in the manner ſhe had been 
accuſtom'd to do; and when ſhe ſaw her 
Miſtreſs half-drown'd in Tears, and almoſt 
dying with her Fears and Grief, ſhe took lit- 
tle notice of it, no more attempted to conſole 
an Affliction, which ſhe now lock d on as 
ſeign'd, but wou'd make ſome pretence to go 
out of the Room, nor return till ſhe was 
call'd. 

Blanche having always found her Servant 
ſenſible of her Misfortunes, was amaz'd at 
this ſudden Change in her Behaviour, and that 
in lieu of ſaying any thing tender, ſhe wou'd 
ſcarce anſwer to her Complainings, but either 
remain in a ſullen Silence, or utter Words 
unbecoming of her Station. She did not, 
however, Ge ſome time, expreſs any part of 
the Diſſatisfaction ſhe conceiv'd at being treat- 
ed in this manner, her other greater Inquie- 
tudes not ſuffering her to give any great re- 
gard to this. 1 

The Baron was all this time bending his 
whole Mind to find ſome new Expedient, to 
teſtify the Love he had for Blanche; and the 
Prince having declar'd to him, that he wou'd 
never expoſe himſelf to any more Hazards of 
the like nature; he addreſs d himſelf ro So- 
Phia, endeavouring to gain her to his Inte- 
reſts by his Liberality and Complaiſance: but 
either thinking it baſe to deceive him, or > 

ve 
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ved by a Spirit of Revenge againſt her Mi- 
ſtreſs, ſhe told him preſently, that he wou'd 
bur loſe his time in any Endcavours to gain 
the Affection of Blanche, who had already be- 
ſtow d it on a Perſon, who ſhe often ſaw in 
ſecret, and conferr'd on him, according to all 
appearance, the higheſt Favours. ' 'The Ba- 
ron was extreamly ſurpris'd at this Diſcourſe, 
and entreated to know the Name of his more 
fortunate Rival; but ſhe aſſur d him ſhe was 
ignorant of it herſeif, and promis d to put 
him in a method, which ſhou'd diſcover more 
than, perhaps, he imagin'd. On which he re- 
tir'd ſatisfy'd, that he had Sophia of his Par- 
ty, tho griev'd beyond meaſure, at the News 
ſhe had told him. 

The Count of Rebenac, the King's Envoy, 
arriv'd at Zell about this time, where he found 
it had Been chiefly owing to the Princeſs of 
Mecklebourg's good Management, that the 
Princes of the Houſe of Brunſwick had ſhewn 
ſo good a Diſpoſition for a Peace. The Baron 
of Werden, who was more taken up with the 
Affairs of his Love, than with thoſe of his 
Maſter the Emperor, oppos'd not the Endea- 
vours made for a general Pacification, con- 
tenting himſelf only with comprehending in 
it the Duke of * * Father to the Prince. 
All Germany thought itſelf oblig'd ro the Houſe 
of Brunſwick, and the other Princes immedi- 
ately after follow'd their Example, in tigning 
the Treaty, tho* not with the ſame good For- 
tune; for the King allow'd not the fame Ad- 
vantages to any, as he did to the Duke of Zell 
and his illuſtrious Brothers. This Difference 
made the Princes of that Family — 
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the Obligations they had to the Princeſs of 
Mecklebowrg, and look on her as the Arbitra- 
treſs of Europe. The Prince ß * who 
was in the Country, in order to return home, 
receiv d a Command from his Father, to pay 
his Compliment, in Perſon, to the Princeſs, 
for the good Offices ſhe had done. On which 
he inftantly put himſelf in a Condition to obey 
him ; and having his Equipage por ready, in 
order to appear in publick, becoming his 
Rank, as he had yet never done in Zell, ſer 
forward to Court. The Princeſs being ap- 
priz'd of it by the Baron of Werden, prepar'd 
every thing likewiſe for his Reception in as 
grand a manner as poſſible. Among other 
things, ſhe commanded the Ladies of her 
Train, not to ſtir from the Preſence all the 
time the Prince ſhou'd ſtay, and to dreſs in 
as advantageous a manner as poſſible. Blanche 
cou d not be diſpens d with in this general In- 
junction, tho the continual Terror ſhe was 
in of ſeeing the Ghoſt of Samuel, had render'd 
her ſo pale and wan, that ſhe was ſcarce ts 
be known for the ſame Perſon, and wou'd 
have made her chuſe rather to have conceal'd 
herſelf, if ble; beſides, ſhe was now 
grown indifferent to all the Gaieties of the 
World, and cou'd ill endure making one in 
the ſolemn Show deſign d. Her Attachment 
to that good Princeſs, however, oblig'd her 
to Obedience, and none appear'd more richly 
habired, and in Cloaths betrer fancy'd, or pur 
on with more Exactneſs, than the inwardly 
diſconſolate Blanche. 

She was in Converſation with one of the 
Princeſs's Women, in the Preſence-Chamber, 


when . 


C 1s 3 


when ſome one, who was near, ſaid, the Prince 
was enter d the Court-yard. That Curioſity, 
which is natural to Women, made them run 
to a Window, to fee through the Gi: is the 
Mien and Air of that Prince. The Face of 
Samuel was the firſt Object that preſented it- 
ſelf a third time to the Eyes of the aſtoniſh'd 
Blanche. She fell into a trembling immedi- 
atcly, imagining that the Phantom had again 
appear d to her, and ſne turn'd from the 
Window, ſcarce able to ſuſtain herſelf ; bur 
the Preſence of ſo many Perſons a little re- 
aſſured her, and recollecting herſelf as well 
as ſhe cou'd, and remembring how poſitive 
Sophia had been, in affirming ſhe bad ſeen Sa- 
muel at Church, ſhe now imagin'd it might be 
ſome Gentleman of the Prince's Train, who 
happen'd to have ſo near a Reſemblance of 
that dear Man; but then, when ſhe conſider d 
that ſhe had ſeen the ſame Face firſt in her 
Cloſer, where ſhe thought it impoſſible that 
any of the Prince's Retinue ſhou'd place him- 
ſelf; and a ſecond time on the Terras, in the 
Habit of a Her ſſar, ſhe knew not how to re- 
concile ſuch different Appearances in the ſame 
Perſon. Sometimes ſhe found her Fears moſt 
reaſonable, at another ſhe rejected them as 
ſuperſtitious. She was in theſe confus'd Me- 
ditations when the Prince came into the 
Room ; the vaſt number of Perſons with 
which he was ſurrounded, kept her from ob- 
ſervipg bim during his firſt Compliments to 
the Princeſs : but all the time ſhe ſought with 
her Eyes, among the Gentlemen who a ttend- 
ed him, for the Likeneſs of Samuel; but 
finding nothing to retain her regard, threw it 
at 
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at length on the Prince, who, it was eaſy to 
diſtinguiſh, by the reſpect paid him, and was 
never Miſtreſs of ſo much Preſence of Mind, 
as in that Juncture, to keep herſelf from fal- 
ling into a Swoon. A Lady who ſtood near, 
obſerving the Diſorder ſhe was in, and having 
heard of the Story of the Apparitions, ſaid 
to her by way of pleaſantry, that ſhe hoped 
ſhe did not take the Prince of for a 
Spectre, that ſhe ſeeni'd ſo much ſurpriz'd at 
his Preſence. This Diſcourſe help'd her to 
recolle& her ſcatter'd Spirits, and oblig d her 
to make uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to conceal 
the Agitations ſhe was in. The more ſhe ex- 
amin'd the Lines of the Prince's Face, the 
more ſhe found of Samuel; never had ſhe ſeen 
ſo perſect a Likeneſs. By the pleaſure ſhe 
took in looking on him, ſhe Fuel her Heart 
had deceiv'd her, when it pretended to form 
a Reſolution no more to love. The Prince 
was all this time ſo taken up with entertain- 
ing the Princeſs, that he caſt not his Eyes on 
any other Object; but when he did, and from 
among the others diſtinguiſh'd Blanche, he was 
ſeiz'd with Emotions, little different from 
_ thoſe which perplexed her; and tho" ſhe was 
extreamly alter d by her late Diſorders, yet 
did he remember in hers the Features of the 
beautiful Daughter of Bonnin. Nevertheleſs, 
as he was prepoſſeſſed with the Belief of her 
being married in Prance, he wou'd not give 
way to any Imagination, that it cou'd in rea- 
lity be her. CES ee e 

His Compliment to the Princeſs being end- 
ed, in taking Leave, he caſt his Eyes once 
more on Blauche, and imagin d he * 
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her fill more of the Air of that ſuppos'd un- 
faithful Maid ; and that View awakening all 
the Tenderneſs he had formerly felt for her, 
he enquired of a Gentleman, belonging to the 
Princeſs, who that beautiful Perſon was, 
who being of the Neighbourhood of Garonne, 
and by conſequence a great Boaſter, told him, 
that ſhe was the Daughter of a Peer of France, 
who had accompany'd the Princeſs to Zel, 
partly through Curv iity, and partly to deli- 
ver herielf from the continual Importunities of 
her Adorers. This Anſwer convincing the 
Prince that ſhe was of a Quality vaſtly ſupe- 
rior to that of Blanche, and finding ſome- 
thing in himſelf which look'd like an amorous 
Inclination for her, he reſolv'd to ſee her no 
more, but to icave Zell the next day; judging 
that he ſhou'd find too many Difficulties in 
addreſſing a Lady, who had been brought up 
in the politeſt Court in the World, and who, 
he underſtood, diſdain'd the Aſſiduities of the 

moſt delicate and accompliſh'd Chevaliers. 
Blanche had no ſooner Permiſſion to quit 
the Chamber of the Princeſs, than ſhe related 
to Sophia the Sarprize ſhe had been in at the 
fight of the Prince * * * : I now, ſaid the, 
am no longer amazed, that you ſo ftrenuouſly 
maintain'a you had ſeen Samuel at Church, 
ſince it was but with great Difficulty I per- 
ſuaded myſelf I did not alſo behold him in 
the Perſon of that Prince; and *tis certain, 
had I met him in a Place, where he had nor 
been known, to be the Son of the Duke of 
*I hou'd have laugh'd at any one, 
who ſhou'd have tol4 me he was not the Son 
of Solicaſane. The Maid prepoſleſs'd with an 
D Opi- 
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N that her Miſtreſs conceal'd the Truth 
this Intrigue, wou'd not ſeem to ſee into 
the Diſſimulation, but asked her, if that Re- 
ſemblance had produc'd no effeft in her 
Heart? Yes, I confeſs, reply'd Blanche, it 
has reviv'd Sentiments, of which T yet am 
not Miſtreſs ; and forgetting that he is a great 
Prince, and a Perſon who probably I may ne- 
ver ſee again, I fink in Languiſhments, ſuch 
as my deceas d Samuel was accuftom'd to in- 
ſpire me with. In pronouncing this Name, 
the Tears fell in great abundance from her 
Eyes ; but Sophia believing them but a Conti- 
nuance of that Artifice, ſhe imagin'd, ſhe had 
been all along treated with, no longer con- 
ceal'd the Spite the conceiv'd at it; and ma- 
king her many Reproaches for the little Con- 
fidence ſhe had put in her, again renewed her 
Argument concerning Samuel, ſaying, and con- 
firming it with the moſt ſolemn Imprecations, 
that he was living, and that ſhe had ſeen 
him, tho' ſhe affected to bewail his Death. 
Blanche was ſo much divided between her Sur- 
prize and Indignation, to be accus d in this 
manner by her Servant, in an Affair of which 
ſhe was ſo perfectly innocent, that it took 
from her the power of anſwering for ſome 
Moments; but when ſhe did, it was in terms 
more haughry than ſhe had ever. been known 
to expreſs herſelf to that Favourite: She told 
her, that ſhe look'd on her as mad; and that 
if ſhe perſiſted to entertain her with any ſuch 
Foolenes, ſhe muſt expect ſhe wou'd not en- 
dure ſuch Extzavazancies. Sophia then aſ- 
ſured her, that from the time ſhe found her- 
ſelf ſuſpected by her, ſhe had determin'd to 
quit 
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quit her Service; and taking out of her 
Pocket the Letter of the Count of Rebenac's 
Secretary, ſhe threw it on the Table. That 
is all the Reſtitution I have to make you, 
Madam, ſaid ſhe ; I was never unfaithful but 
in borrowing that Letter, to convince my- 
ſelf of what I before had reaſon to believe ; 
that you attempted to deceive-me in the pre- 
tended Death of Samuel Solicofane. She quit- 
ted the Room as ſoon as ſhe had ſpoke. theſe 
Words; and Blanche imagining there was 
ſomething myfterious in that Letter, took it 
up and read it. Tis impoſſible to expreſs the 
Aſtoniſhment ſhe was in, when ſhe found in- 
deed that Samuel was living; and that her 
Impatience and Grief, at hearing the Son of 
Solicofane was dead, had prevented her from 
coming to that part of it, which let her know 
it was not that Son who had been ſo dear to 
___ 

Sophia having all the Spite a Heart can be 
capable of conceiving, at the Injuſtice, it ap- 
pear d to her, that her Miſtreſs had done her 
Sincerity, in depriving her of the knowledge 
of her Secrets, no ſooner had left the Preſence 
of Blanche, than ſhe went to her Chamber, 
and writ a Letter to Bonuin, wherein ſhe ac- 
quainted him, that ſhe was about to leave 
the Service of his Daughter, becauſe the vio- 
lent Paſſion that Lady had for Samuel Solico- 
Fane, render d every body elſe ſuſpected by 


her. She added alſo, that if he did not take 
ſome meaſures to prevent it, ſhe knew not 
how far her Love might tranſport her, to 
the ruin of her Reputation. This malicious 
Letter ſne ſent immediately away by the 
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Poſt. 
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Poſt. Blanche, in the mean time, finding her 
Servant had ſome reaſon to think herſelf 
ſuſpected by her, call'd her into the Cham- 
ber, and omitted nothing which ſhe thought 
might juſtify herſelf; the afſur'd her, that 
till this moment, ſhe had never read that part 
of the Letter which gave an account of Sa- 
muel's being living; and concluded with pro- 
teſting ſhe had never conceal'd any part of her 
Sent iwents from her ſince the firſt time ſhe 
had acknowledg'd her Paſſion. But all theſe 
Condeſcenſions were for ſome time of- no ef- 
fe& ; the German, reſolute and opinionated, 
wou'd not conſent to continue with her: 
Bur Blanche, who con'd not think of parting 
with the only Perſon, to whom ſhe cou'd im- 
part her Mind, in the Situation it then was, 
ſaid ſo many obliging things to her, that ſhe 
was at laſt appeas d; and being ſo, to prove 
her Sincerity, ſhe related to her all that paſs'd 
in her Thoughts, fince the time ſhe ſaw the 
ſuppos'd Samuel at Church, and what ſhe had 
ſaid to the Baron of Werden, by way of Re- 
venge, for having her Integrity, as ſhe 
thought, doubred. But ſhe durſt not diſco- 
ver the Letter ſhe had juſt finiſh'd, and ſent 
away to Bonnin, tho being now fully recon- 
eil'd to her Miſtreſs, ſhe heartily repented of 
having been guilty of it. 

Blanche cou'd not but be extremely impa- 
tient to clear herſelf to the Baron, of the ill 
Impreſſions that had been made on him con- 
cerning her Conduct, but ſhe had not the 
Opportunity of doing it: He had receiv'd 
Orders from the Emperor to leave Zel im- 
mediately, and departed the ſame 8 
Os v 
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which Sophia had acquainted her with what 


ſhe had told him. Tho' Blanche was glad to 


be eaſed of the troubleſome Solicitations of a 
Man ſhe cou'd not love, yet it gave her ſome 
Concern, that he was gone with ſo mean an 
Opinion of her. It was not, however, of any 
long continuance, the Idea of Samuel, all 
charming, but ungrateful and perfidious, en- 
groſs'd too much her Soul, to ſuffer any thing 
but itſelf to reign there. The Count of Re- 
benac's Secretary, who at that time was in 
Zell, confirm'd to her by word of Mouth, 
what he had written. She no longer doubt- 
ed, if he were living; but then the Remem- 
brance how cruel, how diſobliging the Con- 
tents of the laſt Letter ſhe had receiv'd from 
him had been, and the Neglect he teſtify d, in 
never writing to her ſince, made her certain 
ſhe was entirely forgotten by him: She now 


again wiſhd he were dead to the whole 


World, fince he no longer liv'd for her. 

All the Princes of Germany 
the Example of the Houſe of Brunſwick, ac- 
ceded to the Conditions offer'd by the King, 
and the young Noblemen had now free Li- 
berty to paſs into France as they pleas'd ; but 
the difficulty they had in getting Bills of Ex- 
change, by reaſon of the little Correſpondenco 
there had been between the Bankers of Ger- 
many and thoſe of Fance, oblig d moſt of 
them to ſend to Hamborough, to take Letters 
from Solicofaxe, in order to receive the Money 
rom the Father of Blanche. The Punctuality 


vith which he acquitted himſelf in theſe Ca- 


ſe. to his Correſpondent, encreas'd the E- 


ſteen and Friendſhip which had been before 


betveen them. Bonuin 


having followed 
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Bonnin having receiv'd Sophia's Letter, doubt- 
ed not the truth of it; the agreeable Perſon of 
Samuel, the Averſion his Daughter had ex- 
preſs'd for Marriage, and the Deſire ſhe had 
expreſs'd to go to Germany, all conſpir'd to 
make him beheve it. He therefore wrote im- 
mediately to Solicofane, that he had a Daugh- 
ter, who was extreamly dear to him; bur 
that having a violent Inclination to live in Ger- 
many, ſhe had accompany'd the Princeſs of 
Mecklebourg ; and that being willing to gratify 
her Humour, he choſe to ſettle her in a Coun- 
try ſhe ſeem'd ſo pleas'd with, if ſhe might 
be thought conſiderable enough for his Son 
Samnel Solicofane, who had been inform'd of 
the Beauty and Merit of Blanche, rejoic'd at 
the Propoſal, and return'd him anſwer, 


that he wiſhd nothing more than to ſee the 


Accompliſhment of what he mention'd. Bonnin 
was no leſs pleas d at this Compliance, than 
the other had been at the Offer, and wrote to 
his Daughter for her Conſent, to become the 
Wife of Samuel Solicofane, without taking any 
notice that he was already appriz'd of the 
Love ſhe had for him. Ne directed this Let- 
ter to the Care of Solicofane, to the end that 
it might go with the greater Safety to Zel. 
* _—— Ded Banker, gueſſing at the 
Contents, wou'd needs have his Son accom- 
pany it with a - Letter, devoting himſelf and 
Services to Blanche. Samuel obey d him with 
pleaſure, and Blanche receiv'd the Packet, juf 
as ſhe was about to return to France with tte 
Prineeſs; where, being worn out with ber 
continual Inquietudes, ſhe Ueſign'd to paſs he 
reſt of her days in a Convent. 


derer 
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Never was Surprize equal to that with 
which ſhe read her Father's Letter : She ima- 
' gin'd that the ſame Demon, which had pre- 

lented her with the Face of Samuel, under ſo 
many different Figures, had dazled her Eyes. 
The Billet ſhe receiv d from Samuel aftoniſh'd 
her yet more, the Hand ſhe was perfectly ac- 
quainted with, the Prince having wrote in the 
ſame, as I before ſaid, to the end that he 
might the better paſs for the Perſon he repre- 
ſented. She cou'd not truſt her own Senſes, 
.which ſhe thought had ſo often deceiv'd her, 
and therefore call'd Sophia, and oblig'd her to 
read them to her; finding the reality of what 
ſhe fear'd to flatter herſelf with a belief of, 
her Amazement was converted into an ade- 
quate Joy. Sophia imputed this ſudden 
Change in her Miſtreſs's Fortune, as indeed 
ſhe might, to the Letter ſhe had writ to Bon- 
nin, and unwilling to loſe the Merit of it, re- 
counted the Contents of it. Blanche blam'd 
her Indiſcretion, but was eaſily brought to 
forgive it on the account of the good Effect it 
had produced. 

She delay d not writing an Anſwer to her 
Father, wherein ſhe aſſur d him of her Readi- 
neſs to ſubmit to his Will. She wrote like- 
wiſe to Samuel ; but his Letter being more 
civil than amorous, ſhe ſuppos d had been 
dictated by his Father; and not doubting 
bur he wou'd be witneſs of her Reply, af- 
feed a Coldneſs, becoming a Virgin, on the 
firſt Addreſſes of her Lover: yet concluded 
with giving him an Aſſurance, that ſhe ſhou'd 
not oppoſe the Intentions of her Father. 


As 
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As ſoon as Bonnin had receiv'd his Daugh- 
ter's Letter, he gave Orders to a Bfother he 
had, to go to Hamborough, and ſettle the Affair 
of this Marriage, which he deſir d might be 
celebrated on Blanche's Arrival there; he 
wrote, at the ſame time, a ſecond Letter to 
her, commanding her to leave Zell immedi- 
ately ; and letting her know ſhe might ex- 
pect to meet her Uncle on the Rood, he ha- 
ving promis d Bonnin to fetch her as ſoon as 
the Marriage-Arcicles were drawn up. 
Blanche was now the moſt ſatisfy'd Perſon. 
in the World ; the Princeſs of Mecklebourg be- 
ing that very day, in which the Letter arriv'd, 
ſetting out from Zell, ſhe took the opportuni- 

of accompanying her two or three days 
| ry at the end of which, her Uncle 
meeting her, according to Expectation, ſhe 
took leave of the Princeſs, who parted not 
from her, without giving her a thouſand 
Marks of her Eſteem and good Wiſhes. | 

In conducting her to h, her Un- 
cle related to her the Conditions of her Mar- 
riage, which he had entirely concluded with 
Soliceſane, repreſenting in the moſt advanta - 
geous Terms the Paſſion Samuel had ſor her; 
which, he ſaid, wou'd ſcarce permit him to 
be prevail'd on not to accompany him, tho” he 
had at that time the moſt extraordinary Buſi- 
neſs imaginable to detain him. Theſe Tidings 
gave Blanche a Vivacity, which greatly con- 
tributed to reſtore that Beauty her late Diſ- 
quiets had ſomewhat impair d. 

Being arriv'd at Hamborough, ſhe was plac'd 
by her Uncle, in a Houſe which he had pre- 
par d for her; after that, he ſent to Solicefane, 
: ro 
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to advertiſe him of their coming; and Blanche 
took care to ornament herſelf, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as ſhe ſhou'd not appear leſs amiable 
than ſhe had done in the Eyes of her dear Sa- 
muel. Every moment which delay'd his Viſit, 
now ſeem'd a tedious Day; and ſhe was be- 
ginning to accuſe his want of that Impati- 
ence, which is the ipſeparable Companion of 
Love, when ſhe heard that Solicofane and his 
Son were at the Door. Her Uncle went out 
to receive them; but where are the Words 
that can repreſent her Confuſion ? When be- 
ing enter d, Solicofane having ſaluted her, pre- 
ſented his Son, who had all that Clumſineſs in 
his Shape and Air, which is natural to the 
Dutch, without any one of thoſe Accompliſh- 
ments her Samuel was ſo great a Proficient in, 
to recommend him. Blanche, who 4 
it a Contrivance between her Uncle and Soli- 
cofane, to introduce this corpulent Citizen, in- 
ſtead of the agreeable Chevalier ſhe expected, 
told them, that the Jeſt was altogether uſe- 
leſs ; the Idea of Samuel, who ſhe ſo long 
had been acquainted with at Paris, being too 
recent in her Mind to be forgot. Solicofane 
ſtarted at theſe Words, remembring the De- 
ception with which he had treated in, in 
favour of the Prince of *, who he eaſi- 
ly conceiv'd was meant by her. But havin 
at that time an admirable Preſence of Mind: 
he rold her, appearing at the ſame time in an 
infinite Concern, that the Son ſhe knew was 
dead; but fince this, which now remain d 
ſole Heir of all his Poſſeſſions, was to be 
bleſs'd with ſo. beautiful a Wife, he doubted 
not but they wou'd have Chi not 
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agreeable than the Idea ſhe mention d. Blanche 
made no Reply to what he ſaid; but being 
now convine d, that what ſhe took as intend- 
ed for Diverſion, was a real 'Truth, appear'd 
in a Diſorder, which it wou'd be very difficult 
to deſcribe. Her Uncle not being able to 
hinder Solicqſane or his Son from perceiving it, 
endeavour'd to make theth think it only pro- 
ceeded from the Fatigues of her Journey. 
The extream Paleneſs, which, the Conftraint 
ſhe did herſelf in ſo ſurpriſing a Juncture, 
ſpread all over her Face, gave an Air of Truth 
to what he ſaid ; they believ'd it, or at leaſt 
feign'd to do ſo, and took Leave, ſaying, 
they wou'd defer the Compliments they had 
to make on her Arrival, till ſhe was in a bet- 
ter Condition to receive them. Her Uncle 
wou'd needs accompany them home, and the 
better to convince them of the Eſteem their 
Family had for them, ftay'd with them till 
after Supper. | 

When they were gone, the unfortunate 
Blanche abandon'd herſelf to all the Fury of 
the moſt terrible Deſpair ; ſhe tore her Hair 
and Garments, and was ready to thrbw her- 
ſelf our of the Window, heſitating not to 
prefer Death to Nuptials fo diſpleatin , after 
having been flatter d with the hope of being 
marry d to a Man, whom ſhe had loved from 
the firſt moment ſhe beheld him, and who 
had coſt her poor Heart ſo many different A- 
larms. Sophia, who had been preſent at this 
Viſit, and was not lefs aſtoniſh'd than her 
Miſtreſs, found her Complaints ſo reaſonable, 
that ſhe cou'd find nothing to alledge which 
might confole her. They kept each oe 
* b . 
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Company in Tears for ſome time; but the 
firſt wild Emotions of Grief being a little over, 
Blanche, who knew ſhe ſhould be preſs d to an 
immediate Conſummation of this deteſted 
Marriage, began to think if there were not a 
Poſſibility of avoiding it. She propos d ſeve- 
ral Expedients, but on Examination, found 
them all too difficult to be accompliſn d. At 
laſt it came into ker Head to hire a Bark, and 
leaving Hamborough that Night, make the beft 
of their way to the Country where Sophia 
was born, which was not above twenty 
Leagues diſtant. The faithful Maid approv'd 
extreamly of this Proje&, and went immedi- 
ately on the Execution of it. Being come to 
the Harbour, ſhe found ſome Mariners, who 
readily agreed to carry them at what Hour 
they pleas'd, exacting only a particular Gra- 
tuity for their Secrecy, beſide the common 
Fare. She therefore gave them -Orders to 
make ready with all Expedition, and wait the 
coming of herſelf and another Perſon, who, 
' ſhe told them, was to accompany her. 
had no ſooner made this Agreement, than ſhe 
haſted with the News of it to her Miſtreſ: 

who having taken with her what Money a 
Jewels ſhe had, and other Things that ſhe 
cou'd leaſt ſupport the want of; departed with 
her immediately, thinking it beſt to be gone, 
before her Uncle ſhou'd return from the 

Houſe of Solicofane. 

He came back about an hour after, and 
ſeeing no Light in his Niece's Chamber, ima- 
in'd ſhe was aſleep, and therefore went to 
Bed with as little noiſe as poſſible, fearing to 
diſturb her, after = Diſbrder he ** 
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ſhe had been in. The next day, riſing pret- 
© Door, 


ty early, he liſten'd ſeveral times at the 

to know if ſhe were yet awake; but hear 
nothing, was very well pleas d, as hoping fo 
ſound a Slumber wou'd reftore her to her ac- 
cuſtomed Health and good Humour : He re- 
ſolved not to wake her, and going to Solico- 
fane, told him, as an agreeable piece of 
News, of the fine Night's Repoſe Blanche had 
taken. After a long Converſation on the in- 
tended Marriage, which, it was concluded be- 
tween them, ſhould be ſolemnized the next 
day, the Brother return'd, not doubting bur 


to find Blanche, by this time, at her Toylet; 


but perceiving the Door was ſtill ſhur, and re- 
flefting, that too long a Sleep was frequently 
of as ill a Conſequence as too little, he 
knock'd hard enough at the Door to have 
rouzed them from any thing but a mortal 
Trance: but no Perſon anſwering, he cou'd 
not imagine it poſſible, that both, for he knew 
Sophia always lay with her, ſhou'd be bury'd 
in ſo profound a Sleep; and trembling, left 
ſome fatal Accident ſhou'd have happen'd, had 
the Door broke open, to ſatisfy himſelf of the 
"Truth. Bur entring, and finding no Perſon 
there, and that none had been in the Bed, he 
Tan about like one bereft of his Reaſon, he 
ſearch d, he demanded News of his Niece in 
every Place; but none being able to inform 
him concerning her, he was oblig'd to con- 
tent himſelf with bewailing her Loſs with So- 
licofane, and her intended Husband. 

While they were employ'd in a fruitleſs En- 
deavour to recover her, ſhe was a great way 
off, having a fair Wind and ſmiling Sea. 4 

Phia, 
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phia, who was every moment queſtioning the 
Mariners, underſtood they were not two 
from their defired Port, and commu- 
nicating this pleaſing News to her Miſtr 
that Lady, for the better concealing herſelf, 
declared ſhe wou'd paſs for her Servant. 8 
phia objected againſt this for a long time; but 
Blanche being determin'd, ſhe was 


—_ 
to comply, and to become Miſtreſs of her, 


who had been uſed always to command her. 
| Sophia was extreamly well receiv'd by her 
Parents and Kindred, as People commonly 


are, when they have been abſent a long time, 


and return in a better State than they de- 


parted. As Blanche ſpoke the German Lan- 
guage to Perfection, it was eaſy for her to 
* them, that having found a 

Girl of her own Country in France, ſhe 
Friendſhip enough for her to bring her with 
her. This manner of Life was very * 
to Blanche, by the Cares her pretended Mi- 
ſtreſs took to oblige her, and by remembring ſne 
had eſcaped thoſe dif le ones of her de- 
ſign d Spouſe. Sometimes ſhe diverted her- 
ſelf with ſinging, ſomerimes with playing on 
ſome Inſtrument of Muſick, which gain d her 
the Admiration of as many as heard her, groſs 
in Conception, as all of that Country are. 
But her Beauty, which was not conceal'd in 
the Meanneſs of her Attire, acquir'd her a 
wonderful Reputation, and, in a little time, 
there was nothing talk d of but the Charms of 
Sophia s Servant. But that young German 
cou'd not bear this Reverſe, nor that her 
Miftreſs ſhou'd be treated as a Seryant ; and 
therefore privately. acquainted her a 


(30) 
that Blanche was a Perſon of Condition, who; 
for ſome Reaſons, had quitted her Country in 
this Diſguiſe. This Secrer being whiſper'd 
from one to another, ſoon became pretty uni- 
verſal, and contributed much to make them 


uſe her with Reſpect, in ſpite of the great 
Humility the affected. | 
The Fame of Lewis the Great, having gain'd 
him Admirers, even of his Enemies, many 
foreign Princes came to Paris, to be Witneſſes 
of the Virtues add Magnanimity of that il- 
luftrious Monarch. The Prince of * * , 
who had lived obſcurely there, during the 
War, under the Name of Samuel, had now a 
Deſire to appear there, according to his 
Rank: But his Bills of Exchange being on 
Bomin, he was not a little troubled, at having 
occafion to go to a Houſe, where he might 
probably encounter the unfaithful Blanche, and 
=_ her the Satisfaction of knowing ſhe had 
en beloved by a Prince. He therefore, to 
avoid it, ſent a Gentleman of his Retinue, to 
deſire the Banker wou'd bring the Money to 
him. Tho' Bomin was in extream Affliction, 
having heard nothing from his Brother, nor 
from his Daughter, when he receiv'd this 
Meſſage, yet being a Man of great Complai- 
ſance, he did not fail of complying with it. 
The Prince being told what hour he wou'd 
come, and not doubting but he wou'd imme- 
diately know him, order d his Domeſticks not 
to come into the Room while he was diſcour- 
9831 1 
receiv d him in an Anti- chamber, and, 
without giving him time to ſpeak, ran to him, 
and embracing him, cried, Behold once more 
. your 


— 


a 


- the Drawing-Room,where he ex 


GS 


your Samuel! Bonnin, overjoy'd at the fight 
of his ſuppos'd Son-in-Law, ſuffer'd him not 


from his Arms, till he had return'd his 
Embrace ſeveral times; demanding at the 
fame time haſtily, the reaſon why he came 
not to his Houſe, and wherefore he had ſo 
ſoon quitted his Daughter. The Prince, who 
comprehended not his meaning, and imagi- 
ning he ſpoke of his abrupt 1— at 
the time the Germans were threaten d with 
Impri ſonment, anſwer d, that he had very 
ſtrong Reaſons, which compell'd him to act 
in the manner he had done. Well, ſaid Bon- 
nin, we will talk of theſe things at leiſure 
you ſhall go home with me in my Coach; 


but you muſt wait a little, till I have counted 


over a Sum of Money to the Prince of * * * „ 
who lodges here. The Prince cou'd not for- 
bear laughing at this pleaſant Miſtake of the 
Banker, but preventing him from going into 
ed to find 
the Prince, I have no longer the {ame Reaſons, 
ſaid he, which heretofore obliged me to diſ- 
guiſe myſelf. Nor will I ſuffer you to conti- 
nue in an Error He was proceeding ; but 
Bonnin, who underſtood not what he meant, 
and was the moſt punctual Man living to his 
Word, knowing the time prefix d for attend- 
ing the Prince, was pretty near elaps d, choſe 
to defer the clearing up of this Affair till ano- 


ther time; and, turning haſtily away, ran to 


the Door, where he ſaw two or three Ser- 
vants attending, enquir d of them where was 
the Prince of * * * They told him, it was 
himſelf he had been talking with ; on which 
he imagin'd they had all conſpir'd to 2 

im; 
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him; and not being in a Humour to give, or 
receive any Diverſion, went away murmuring 
at the ill Manners with which he thought him- 
ſelf treated; leaving them nor leſs amazed, for 
what Reaſon, he cou'd not be perſuaded to 
believe them. 
The Prince, renewing in his Mind the 
Diſcourſe he had with Bonnin, cou d not com- 
for what reaſon he call'd him Son; 
the perfidious Blanche, ſaid he to himſelf, has 
been married long ſince, and his other 
Daughter was intended for a Recluſe. He 
then calld the Perſon, at whoſe Houſe he 
was lodged, who being a Man of good Senſe, 
he entreated to enquire either of ſome of Bon- 
nin's Family, or in the Neighbourhood, if he 
had a Daughter married in Germany. He aſ- 
ſur'd him of bringing a faithful Account, and 
immediately went about the Performance of 
his Promiſe. He had ſome Acquaintance 
with an Officer of the Cuſtoms, who, he 
knew, was no Stranger to the moſt ſecret 
Affairs of Bonnin; being for many Years em- 
loyed by him in remitting Letters and Bills of 
— to foreign Parts. He went to viſit 
him, on pretence of enquiring, if he had no 
Orders to pay a Sum of Money to a Swediſb 
Count, who at that time was in his Debt. 
Having ask'd this Queſtion, he engag'd bim 
inſenſibly in a Diſcourſe of Bonnin and his Fa- 
mily. The Officer told him he had but two 
Daughters, who, doubtleſs wou'd be joint 


Heireſſes of his Poſſeſſions: The youngeſt of 
which, ſaid he, is married to a Gentleman of 
the long Robe; the eldeſt, who is call'd Blazche, 
is one of the moſt beautiful Women » * 

Orla, 
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World, having refuſed him, on the account of 
a young Banker at Hamborough, for whom ſhe 
had a violent Paſſion: But concealing it from 
her Father, accompany'd the Princeſs of 
Mecklebourg into Germany, under pretence of 
ſatisfying her Curioſity with ſeeing that Coun- 
try; but, as he heard after wards, in reality 
to News of her Lover. Her Father was 
but a few Weeks ſince inform'd of her Incli- 
nations, which, not at all diſapproving, he 
ſent his Brother to Germany, in order to treat 
of this Affair, and ſee her married. Several 
Poſts have fince arrived, but brought no News 
either of one or the other, for which Bonnix 
remains in the utmoſt Inquietudes. 

This Converſation being ended, the Land- 
lord return d to the Prince, and gave a faith- 
ful Account of all he had learn'd. Never was 
Aſtoniſhment equal to that he was involv'd in 
at Tidings ſo unexpected. He ſcarcely cou'd 
depend on his Ears, and made the Relater of 
it repeat the ſame thing ſeveral times over, 
before he cou'd believe it. But when he fully 
underſtood the meaning of what he heard, 
Generoſity, Love, and Deſpair, by turns agi- 
tated his Breaſt. That Gratitude, which is 
inſeparable from great Souls, and particular- 
ly from Princes, reproach'd the Injuſtice he 
had been guily of. Love repreſented his 
Miſtreſs in all her Charms, adorn'd with an 
unexampled Fidelity and Conftancy, which 
had enabled her to refuſe the beſt Eſtabliſh- 
ments for his ſake, even when he appear'd 
unworthy of it. But then the cruel Remem- 
— adam of So- 
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licofane, threw him into the moſt poynant De 
ſpair. He found no Conſolation but in the 
Imagination, that ſince Bonnin had heard no 
News of the Nuptials being folemniz'd, he 
might poſſibly arrive at Hamborough be- 
fore it cou'd be accompliſh'd. In this Hope 
he left Paris the ſame day, and thought the 
Poſt- Horſes, he hired for that purpoſe, were 
too flow for his Deſires. So great was his 
Imparience, that he look'd on a quarter of an 
hour's Sleep as a capital Offence againſt the 
Love he had for Blauche. As ſoon as he ar- 
Tiv'd at Hamborough, he went directly to the 
Houſe of Solicofane, who immediately knew 
him, and received him with that Reſpect 
which was owing to his Quality. But when 
the firſt Civilities were over, Oh my Lord! 
faid he, your fine Perfon and Air has given 
occaſion to the greateſt Misfortune that cou'd 
poſſibly happen ro my Family. The Pmnce 
was ſtrangely alarm'd at this Diſcourſe, and 
fearing his Miſtreſs might alſo be involv'd in 
the ſame Vexation, of what kind foever it 
might be, demanded haſtily what was become 
of Blanche? "Tis that, anſwer d Solicofane, 
which plunges me in this Affliction. Her Un- 
cle conducted her hither, in order to eſpouſe 
my Son, who was preſented ro her the ſame 
day ſhe arrived; but it was impoſſible to per- 
ſuade her, that he was the Perſon to whom 
ſne was to be married. She told us, ſhe had 
the Idea of Samuel Solicofane too recent in her 
Mind to have forgot him; which, making me 
remember you were in France under that 
Name, I no longer doubted that it was your- 


ſelf, 
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Teif, ſhe ſo readily conſented to become the 
Wife of, in marrying with my Son. 'To take 
off all ſuch Hope, I therefore told her, that 
my other Son, whom ſhe had been acquainted 
. with, w2s dead: and omitted nothing, which 
I thought might contribute to render this leſs 
diſagreeable in her Eyes; but all being inef- 
fectual, and ſhe appearing in great Diſorder, 
we left her to recollect herſelf; hoping, that 
when her Surprize, which the Change of Per- 
ſons had caus d in her, was a little over, ſhe 
wou'd be better reconcil'd to that of Samuel. But 
how great was our Trouble, when, the next 
day, neither ſhe nor her Servant were to be 
found, and that in all the Search we cou'd 
make, no account of them cou'd reach our 
Ears! And have you heard nothing of them 
ſince ? reſumed the Prince, with a Precipitation, 
which was eafily to be diſcover'd in his Voice 
and Eyes. Not the leaſt Word, replied So- 
| kicofane, tho we have never ceasd Enquiry, 
and neglected nothing which might flatrer us 
with a Hope of it. The Prince was ſo ſenfi- 
bly touch'd with this laſt Proof of her Love 
and Conſtancy, that it almoſt brought the 
Tears into his Eyes: He reſolved to eſpouſe 
her, if it were poſſible for him to recover her, 
and thought her more worthy of his Bed by 
her Virtues, than he wou'd have done, had ſhe 
been Heireſs of the firſt Principality of Europe. 
He ask'd many other Queſtions of Solicofane, 
but all his Cares and Enquiries were fruitleſs ; 
the other was able to inform him of no more 
than that ſhe loved him, and had fled Hambo- 
rough, becauſe ſhe wou'd afford no other Idea 
any place in her Heart. 
F 2 The 
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The Prince had been but a few days in 
Hamboraugh, before he. receiv d the News of 
the Duke his Father's Death, which oblig d 
him to return with all ſpeed to his Dominions. 
It did not, however, ſo far engroſs his. 
Thoughts, as to hinder him from ſending to 
the Court of Zell, and all other Places, where 
he cou'd entertain the leaſt Hope of hearing 
any thing of his dear Blanche ; but all the 
Endeavours he cou d make that way, were in- 
eflectual. 

A little time after the Death of his Father, 
his Friends propos d a Match between him 
and the Princeſs Emilia of * * *, ſetting forth 
many Advantages which might accrue by ſuch. 
a Nuptial. But the Prince, who reproach'd 
himſelf as criminal, for ſuffering any Affairs 
to detain him from the Search of his faithful 
French Miſtreſs, to get rid of the Importuni- 
ties of thoſe that preſs d him, told him, he 
coud never conſent to wed that Princeſs, be- 
cauſe he had heard ſhe was nor handſome. 
This Anſwer, by ſome who loved Miſchief, 
being reported to her, ſhe was ſo greatly of- 
fended at it, that ſhe married, preſently 
_ a Prince whom before ſhe had Tefu- 

While the Prince of * * ® was thinking 
vn nothing but the Means of recovering his 
dear Blanche, chat he might give her Proots of 
his Paſſion ; her Beauty and Accompliſhments, 
in ſpite of the Simplicity of her Habit, and the 
Obſcurity ſhe lived in, made ſo conſiderable 
a Figure in the Country, that Count Pando, 
a Man of great Authority and Eſtate in 2 
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Parts, deſixed nothing ſo much, as to be wit- 
neſs with his Eyes of what ſo frequently had 
reach'd his Ears. But as ſhe ſhunn d all Con- 
verſation, he cou'd have no Opportunity of 
ſeeing her but at Church ; he made it his bu- 
fineſs therefore to go there, and was not 
before he obtain'd his Wiſh, tho to his great 
Diſquiet after ward: The Charms of Blanche 
had their ordinary Effe& ; he became extream- 
ly enamour'd of her, and the Meanneſs of 
her Degree emboldening him to expect from her 
all his utmoſt Paſſion cou'd ſuggeſt, he went 
to viſit her, and made her the moſt obliging 
Offers. After having told her, that he was 
not inſenfible ſhe was of a Condition ſuperior 
to what ſhe appear'd ; Blanche receiv'd this 
Compliment with Modeſty, and wou'd have 
perſuaded him, that thoſe who had told him 
fo had deceivd him. But the very manner in 
which ſhe endeavour'd to confure what had 
been ſaid of her on that ſcore, confirm'd the 
'Truth of it ; and the Count told her, that ir 
was much leſs eaſy to conceal her Perfections 
from Perſons who were Judges of them, than 
from the poor Peaſants ſhe was ameng, who 
rarely knew People for any thing but what 
their Habit teſtified. He was beginning from 
this, to fall into a Diſcourſe of his Paſſion, 
which Blanche perceiving, feign'd herſelf taken 
ill on the ſudden, and went haſtily out of the 
Chamber where he was, giving him not room 
to proceed. But this Behaviour gave not the 
leaſt Check to his Deſires or Hopes, he went 
away more amorous than he came, and reſol- 


ved to make a Conqueſt, ſome way or _ 
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of her Charms. A few days after he came 
again; but Blanche, who had perceiv'd that 
firſt Viſit wou'd draw on ſeveral others, had 
order d the People to ſay, ſhe cou'd not be 
ſeen by any body, by reaſon of her Indiſpo- 
fition; he departed, ſeeming ſatisfied with 
this Anſwer : but repeating his Viſits ſeveral 
times, and ſtill receiving the ſame Anſwer, 
he grew extreamly outrageous. The Diffi- 
culty he found there wou'd be in attaining 
his Wiſhes, ſerv'd but to make them the more 
violent. He ſent for the Brother of Sophia, 
and threaten'd him with the Air of the Ty- 
rant of the Province, that he wou'd ſet fire 
to the Houſe, if all the Doors were not open'd 
at his Command. The poor Man, who knew 
the Violence of the Count's Humour, pro- 
miſed a ready Obedience to his Will, and re- 
Joic'd when he got home, that he had not felt 
in his own Perſon the Fury of this haughty 
Lord. He inform'd his Siſter of all that had 
aſs d between them, who, frighted at the 
enaces of the Count, judged that was not a 
Place of Safety for them. In this Extremity, 
ſhe remember'd that the Princeſs Emilia, to 
whom ſhe was a little known, was married 
to a Prince, who had part of his Eſtate in 
that Country. She therefore delay'd not 
writing to her, acquainting her with the In- 
fults of Count Pandorf, and entreating her 
Highneſs's Protection for herſelf and Blanche. 
'The Princeſs, who was of an excellent Diſ- 
poſition, granted her Requeſt, and order d 
Sophia, and the French Woman who accompa- 
vy d ber, ſhou'd be brought to Court; ws, 
ing 
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being arriv'd, they were extreamly well res 
ceiv'd by that good Princeſs. Sophia related 
ro her part of the Adventures of Blanche, 
which greatly heighten'd the Love and Eſteem, 
which her Beauty and agreeable Behaviour 
had at firſt inſpired her with. She retain'd 
her continually about her; and the ſurprizin 

Qualities, which every day diſcover” 
themſelves in her, made her at length be pre- 
ferr'd to all the young Maids of the Prin- 
ceſs's Train. 

The Count Pandorf heard of her Departure 
- with a Chagrin almoſt inſupportable ; but be- 
ing ſome time after inform'd that ſhe was 
with the Princeſs Emilia, he preſently repair'd 
to that Court; and fo far from concealing his 
Affection, he avowed it to the whole World. 
But Blanche reſus d to admit his Viſits, pro- 
claim'd the utmoſt Averſion for him ; and 
not all his Letters, his Cares, or Aſſiduities, 
had rhe power to work the leaſt Alteration in 
her Sentiments. 

The Princeſs being made acquainted with 
the Proceedings of both, and talking ſeriouſly 
to the Count on that Affair, he confeſs d to 
her, that he was at firſt inſtigated only by 
thoſe Deſires, which it is common for Beauty 
to inſpire; but that the Virtues of this amia- 
ble French Woman had now converted them 
into the moſt chaſte and ho!y Flame ; nor had 
he any Aim but to become her Husband. The 
Princeſs, who already took great part in the 
Intereſt of Blanche, was extreamly pleas'd, 
that a Man of his Conſideration and Quali- 
ty, ſhould ſeek her Love on honourable 
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Terms, and advis'd her by all means to ac- 
cept it ; but Blanche threw herſelf at her Feet, 
conjuring her not to be oſſended, that ſhe was 
not capable of obeying her in this ; and decla- 
ring, that ſhe had fo fix d an Averſion to all 
Mankind, that nothing cou d be ſo terrible to 
her as Marriage. The Princeſs rais'd her, 
with her uſual Sweetneſs, and aſſured her, 
ſhe wou'd no farther preſs her contrary to her 
Inclinations ; but as ſhe was amazed to find 
ſuch a Reſolution in a Maid, fo young and 
beautiful, cou'd not forbear enquiring into 
the Cauſe. Blanche bluſh'd . y at this 
Demand ; but finding herſelf oblig'd to an- 
ſwer it, told her, that having an AﬀeCtion for 
a young Man, who was moſt worthy of it, he 
died at the time ſhe to have been 
married ro him ; and that his Loſs had cauſed 
in her ſo violent a Grief, that ſhe took a Vow 
never to expoſe herlelf again to the ſame. 
The Princeſs thinking this not a ſufficient 
Reaſon, becauſe, having once loved to that 
degree of Tenderneſs, there was the leſs Pro- 
bability ſhe wou'd ever do ſo again, began a- 
freſh to remind her of the Quality and great 
Poſſeſſions of the Count; but this Diſcourſe 
reminding Blanche of her deceaſed Samuel, | 
made her burſt into Tears, — i 
Compaſſion of the Princes, ſhe repented ha- 
ving ſaid ſo much, and once more promis d to 
ſpeak to her no more on this Subject. After 
this, ſhe retired, and gave the Connt Intelli- 
gence of the Diſcourſe had paſs'd between them. 
"Tis hard to ſay, whether Surprize to per- 
ceive, the ſhou'd refuſe fo great an _ 
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Grief, at the Difficulty he found in obtaining 
his Deſires, was moſt predominant in the Soul 
of Count Pandorf; but certain it is, that his 
Paſſion, inſtead of diminiſhing, encreas'd with 
his Reſpect, and he reſolv'd ſtill ro purſue 
her with all the Arts of Love, till ſhe ſhou'd 
be moved to compaſſionate, if not reward his 
* 

The Prince of ** * * * was. all this while 
in the utmoſt Diſcontent, that he was able to 
hear nothing of Blanche; the Eſtates of which 
he was now Maſter of, by the Death of his 
Father, had nothing in them which cou'd con- 
fole him—all Converſation, tho' of the 
brighteſt, and moſt celebrated Wits, was 
troubleſome to him,— the moſt beautiful 
Women appear d diſagreeable to his Eyes 
all Pleaſures, all Diverſions had loſt their 
uſual Reliſh——He ſhunn'd as much as 
poſſible the Company of his Noblemen, in- 
dulging in Solitude the Meditations his Paſ- 
fion ſuggeſted. All the World was amazed 
to ſee a young Prince of his Accompliſhments, 
live in this manner; and his Kindred and 
Friends, who feared he was falling into a 
Melancholy, which might be prejudicial to his 
Health, were perpetually perſuading him to 
marry ; propoſing ſometimes one, ſometimes 
another Lady to him. Their Cares ſeem'd fo 
many Perſecutions to him, and to get rid of 
them, as well as to enquire after Blanche, 
he told them, he wou'd make a Tour thro” 
all the Princes Courts in Germany : that, per- 
haps, he might ſee ſome Perſon amiable e- 
nough to make an Impreſſion on his Heart, 
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being reſolved to make Choice of a Wife by 
his own Eyes, and not by his Friends, or 
Miniſters, as is ordinarily the Cuſtom ; he be- 
ing ſenſible, in ſuch Affairs, the Perſons en- 
truſted, conſulted more the Intereſt of the 
State, than the Satisfaction of the Prince. 
None cou'd find Reaſons to oppofe what he 
alledg'd; and every body expected he wou'd 
bring home one of the moſt beautiful Princeſſes 
of Germany, his Merits being ſuch as might 
aſſure him of Succeſs, where-ever he thought 
fit to make his Addreſſes. 

He departed in a ſhort time afrer he had 
form'd this Reſolution, with an Equipage 
ſuitable to his Quality and Magnanimity of 
Mind, and was receiv'd at all the Courts 
through which he paſs'd, with the utmoſt 
Marks of Reverence and Eſteem : But he 
made very ſhort Stay at any of them, being 
ſo perplexed, that he cou'd yet hear no News 
of Blanche, that he was unable to become a 
pleas'd Partaker of the Entertainments that 
were prepar'd for his Diverſion. He wrote 
continually to Paris, and frequently to Hambo- 
rough; but neither Bonnin nor Solicofane were 
able to anſwer his Letters to Satisfaction. He 
viſited moſt of the Courts of Germany, without 
being touch'd with any Beauty he ſaw among 
them, tho' many Princeſſes and other great 
Ladies took all imaginable Pains to atrach 
him. He was now almoſt in Deſpair of ever 
more recovering his only dear and amiable 


Blanche, when he arriv'd at the Court of the 
Prince of * * *, who had eſpous'd the Princeſs 
Emilia. This Prince, who had been a 
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larly acquainted with him, obſerving the un- 
uſual Dejection of his Air, and that Melan- 
choly, which his utmoſt Efforts cou'd not con- 
ceal, omitted nothing which he thought might 
contribute to the Alleviation of it ; but all the 
Attempts he made on that ſcore were fruit- 
leſs, till the Princeſs Emilia returning from a 
Palace ſhe had been at in the Country for the 
Recovery of her Health, after a flight Indiſ- 
poſition, the Prince of * * s good Man- 
ners or Curioſity, made him intreat Leave to 
pay his Compliment to her. She cou'd not 
_ diſpenſe with granting his Requeſt ; but re- 
membring the Affront he did her Beauty, in 
refuſing her, on the ſcore of her not being fair 
enough, ſhe took it into her Head to be re- 
veng d on him, if poſſible. Blanche being 
Miſtreſs of Charms for almoſt all Hearts, ſhe 
reſolved ſhou'd perſonate her, believing her 
Beauty might fill him with Regret, for not 
accepting the Offer he had of being her Hus- 
band. She communicated her Deſign to 
Blanche, who was exceſſively aſham'd at the 
Part ſhe was to act in it; ſhe intreated her 
Highneſs wou'd do more Juſtice to her own 
Beauty, than to imagine that of any other 
cou'd work the Effect ſhe had fail'd to do; 
but the Princeſs was determin'd, telling her, 
ſhe very well knew the Difference berween 
them; and ſince he had an ill Opinion of her 
Charms, without having ſeen her, ſhe wou'd 
very fain ſend him away with other Senti- 
ments. All the Reaſons the Modeſty of 
Blanche cou'd urge, being in vain, the Princeſs 
diverting herſelf” extreamly with this little Ma- 
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lice, wou'd needs help dreſs her; and being 
adorn'd in the richeſt Robes and Jewels ſhe 
had, appear'd ſo exquiſite, that the Princeſs 
doubted not but the Prince f * 
wou'd become enamour'd of her, and taking 
her for the Perſon he had refuſed; ſeverely 

repent his having done ſo. | 
I muſt inform my Reader, that all the 
time the Princeſs Emilia was talking of the 
Prince, ſhe had not once mention'd his Name, 
which, if ſhe had, tis probable Blanche wou d 
rather have run the Riſque of diſobliging her, 
than have conſented to entertain a Perſon, 
whoſe perfect Reſemblance of her dear Sa- 
muel had given her ſo much Pain at the Court 
of Zell. But to return, ignorant who it was 
ſne was commanded to receive; ſne placed 
herſelf in the Chair of State, under a Cano- 
py, and the Princeſs's Women, who had alſo 
Teceivd their Inſtructions, ſtood behind, and 
on each Side, in the ſame manner as if at- 
tending their real Princeſs. | 
The Prince * * , who had form'd a 
very indifferent Idea of this Princeſs, was 
perſectly dazled at the Brightneſs of her Eyes, 
when he approach'd the Perſon who repre- 
ſented her; but when, remarking her with 
more Attention, he diſcover'd every Feature 
of his lovely Blanche, he ſtood like one im- 
moveable, and had ſo little the power of be- 
having himſelf, as was expected from him, 
that the Princeſs's Attendants were amazed 
Blanche was little leſs diſconcerted, 
ſne was 1 near throwing off all the State 
ſhe had aflumed, and ſwooning under her 
| Ca- 
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Canopy ; the Reſemblance in ſo exact a man- 
ner of Samuel, made her imagine, that all the 
World conſpired to remind her of that dear 
Youth ; and that the Princeſs of having 
heard of her Foible in the Court of Zell, had 
oblig'd her to receive -this Prince, who had 
the Face and Air of her Lover, for no other 
Reaſon than to divert herſelf with the Con- 
fuſion ſhe wou'd be in. This very Reflection 
it was, which alone ſupported her to endure 
it, without ſhewing any Marks of the in- 
ward Diſorders of her Soul, than frequent 
bluſhing, and then turning pale, and a certain 
Conftraint in her Behaviour, which thoſe pre- 
* ſent took only for the Effects of Baſbfulneſs, in 
appearing the Perſon ſhe was not. The 
Changes of her Countenance were therefore 
not ſo much obſeryed as thoſe of the Prince, 
every body preſent knew the Deception pur 
upon him, and the Cauſe of it, and made it 
their buſineſs to take notice how he wou'd re- 
cars it. . © 

He made his Viſit extreamly ſhort, not 
that he cou'd not have taken an infinite Plea- 
ſure in gazing on a Princeſs, who had ſo much 
the Likeneſs of his faithful Blanche ; but then 
the Conſciouſneſs, how much that Likeneſs 
aflected him, and rendred him unable to make 
his Compliments as he ought to do, to a Per- 
ſon of her Rank, who was a Stranger to him, 
made him glad to releaſe himſelf of the Con- 
ſtraint. | i 

He had no ſooner taken leave of the ſup- 
poſed Princeſs, than he retired to his Apart- 
ment, ſo full of Confuſion and Afﬀoniſh- 
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ment, that he cou'd not form one ſerious 
Thought for a conſiderable time on this Ad- 
venture. He ſhou'd have aſſured himſelf, the 
Perſon he had been to viſit was that Blanche, 
whom he had taken ſuch long and fruitleſs 
Pains to behold, had he nor een her Princeſs 
of“ He ſometimes imagin'd, that for 
ſome reaſon, like that which had oblig'd him 
to paſs for Samuel, ſhe had alſo been educated 
as the Daughter of Bonnin; but then remem- 
bring that Princeſs Emilia had been propos'd to 
him for a Wife, at the time that Blanche was 
with the Princeſs of Mecklebourg at Zell, he 
ve over that Thought, and knew it was 
impoſſible, that the Princeſs Emilia and 
Blanche con'd be the ſame Perſon, tho they 

had the ſame Features. | 
The Diſorder which the Prince of * * * * * 
had been in, being reported to the Princeſs, 
ſhe immediately imagin'd her Project had ta- 
ken effect, and that he was really in love 
with her; and as ſoon as ſhe ſaw Blanche, 
congratulated her on the Conqueſt ſhe had 
made under her Appearance. Suppoſe, ſaid 
ſhe, the Prince ſhou'd be enough enamour'd 
to make you the ſame Propoſals the Count 
Pandorf has done, when he ſhall know you 
are in a Condition to accept them, wou'd you 
rreat him with the ſame Cruelty 2 Blanche, 
taking this Diſcourſe as a Continuance of the 
Diverſion, ſhe propoſed to herſelf, by her 
Surprize, of ſeeing once more the Reſem- 
blance of Samuel, anſwer d in theſe Terms: 
Tho', Madam, your Highneſs has been made 
acquainted with my Weakneſs, in being = 
able 
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able to endure the ſight of a Perſon, who has 
ſo much in his Air and Face of my dear dead 
Lover, yet I hope you have a better Opinion 
of my Modeſty, than to imagine 'I confound 
the Ideas of Perſons, ſo vaſtly different in their 
Stations, or know not the Diſtinction I ought 
to pay to ſo great a Prince. The Princeſs, 
who comprehended not the meaning of theſe 
Words, was about to demand an Explanation 
of them, when the Prince of * * * enter'd the 
Room, with ſome other Noblemen, and put 
an end to the Diſcourſe. 

The Count of Pandorf ſtill continuing his 
amorous Inclinations for Blanche, never miſs'd 
one day viſiting the Court ; being ſo frequent- 
ly there, he became acquainted with the 
Prince of * * , whoſe Affability ſoon per- 
mitting an Intimacy, the Count made him the 
Confidant of his Paſſion for this beautiful 
French Maid, and ſpeaking of her Charms 
and Diſdain, cried out in a kind of Extaſy 
of Grief, Never was any thing fo lovely, and 
ſo cruel !- The Prince ſeeming to pity his Mis- 
fortune, gave him Courage, to entreat he 
wou'd favour him ſo far, as to grant him 
Protection in his Dominions, if he cou'd by 
any Stratagem convey the charming Maid 
away; he being, as he ſaid, reſolved to mar- 
ry her, and make her happy againſt her 
Will. The Prince had too much Generoſity 
to aſſent to the forcing away any Woman; 
and, therefore, evading the Queſtion, propoſed 
to him, by adviſing him to proceed by fair 
Means, that he ſhould endeavour to make an 
Alteration in her Mind by Time and ag 
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'The Count, who thought her extream Beauty 
might excuſe the Extra cies he had ut- 
ter d, preſs'd the Prince to ſee her at her own 
Apartment; but, ſaid he, as ſhe ftill refuſes 
to admit my Vilits, tis impoſſible for me to 
introduce another Perſon ; nor perhaps wou'd 
it become your Dignity, to go there in your 
own Perſon ; but if you wou'd conſent to put 
on ſome Diſguiſe, it wou'd be eaſy for you 
to ſee her, either in the Gallery, or in the 
Anti-chamber of the Princeſs, without making 

her acquainted what Deſign you come on. 
While the Count was thus zealouſly endea- 
vouring to perſuade the Prince to take theſe 
Meaſures to ſee his Miftreſs, it came into his 
Head, to make uſe of this Opportunity, to 
examine once more the Face of the Princeſs 
Emilia, whom it was as eaſy for him to be- 
hold in this manner as any of her Women. 
He therefore ſeemed to comply with the De- 
fires of the Count, who providing him with 
an ordinary Habit, he went thus diſguis'd, 
the ſame Night, to the Princeſs's Side, where 
he had not waited long, before he ſaw her 
come out of her Chamber, atrended by her 
Ladies, in order to take a Walk in the pri- 
vate Gardens, as was her Cuſtom every Even- 
ing: But how ſtrange did it appear to him, to 
find the Perſon he had. before ſaluted as the 
Princeſs, changed now into one of her Wo- 
men? Blanche, ſtript of thoſe Ornaments, 
and that State, which had before deceiv'd 
him, appear'd now, ſuch as ſhe was when firſt 
ſhe became Miſtreſs of his Heart; having 
ſeen her, he little regarded either * 
rin- 
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Princeſs, or any of her 'Train ; and following 
her with his Eyes, till they were all out of 
fight, he remain'd in the Gallery, like one 
transfixed. Sophia happening to come that 
way, caſt her Eyes immediately on his Face; 
but her Aftoniſhment preventing her ſrom 
ing immediately to him, he came enough 

out of that Study, in which he had ſome mo- 
ments been buried, and being about to quir 
the Gallery, moved forward, with his Eyes 
intent on Earth, till he run full upon her : 
they were equally ſurpriz'd at the fight of 
each other. He immediately knew the Ser- 
vant of his Miſtreſs, and ſhe beljev'd ſhe ſaw 
the Son of Solicofare— Ah! Sophia, cried he 
out, by what Enchantment do I meet you 
here? Or how in one Court does Blanche re- 
preſent two different Perſons? And by what 
Charm, anſwer' d ſhe, is the Son of Solico- 
Jane become the Prince of * * * * *> There 
od between them an infinite number of 
tories of this kind, before either 

cou'd gueſs at the other's meaning; but the 
firſt Conſternation being a little over, Sophia 
led the Prince into a Cloſer, where, being 
ſeated, he acquainted her, that he had been 
at France, under the Name of Samuel Solico- 
Jane; that he had never ceas'd to love the 
beautiful Daughter of Bonnin, and omitted 
nothing of the Adventures which had befallen 
- Sophia, by all the Particulars of his Story, 
being convinced of his Fidelity, in return, re- 
lated to him all that her Miftreſs had ſufler'd, 
ſince his ſuppos'd * As ſhe was precced- 
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ing, the Prince interrupted her, by crying out, 
Ber how came ſhe to her Name, to 
be marry'd to the Prince of * * * > It ſeems, 
replied Sophia, as if every thing 
keep you continually in an Error. 
told him, the little Revenge that the Princeſs 
Emilia had taken on him, for the diſadvanta- 
geous Opinion he had of her Beauty. 

Every thing being thus explam'd between 
them, Sophia ran immediately to acquaintBlanobe 
with the Tidings, leaving the Prince in the 
Cloſer, where he doubted not hut he ſhou d 
foon receive the long loſt Object of his Wiſhes. 

To be able to repreſent that Surprize, that 
exceſſive Franſport of tumultuous Joy, which 
fill'd the Mind of Blunobe, at the Recital S$o- 
phia made her, one muſt be acquaimed with 
thoſe Paſſions, which had for ſo long a time 
agirated her Soul As ſoon as the of 
her Spirits wou'd give her leave, the ran to 
meer her Samuel, her Prince ; and being come 
into the Cloſer, where he waited her Ap- 
proagh, not all the Reſolution ſhe had muſ- 
ter d up, cou'd enable her to fpeak. Ihe 
Prince ſaluted her with Tranſports, which 
teftified the Violence of his Paſſion ; and 
Blanche, forgetful of what was owing to his 
Birth, no ſooner had the power of returning 
them, than ſhe did it with all the Tender- 
neſs fhe felt for Samuel. There paſs d be- 
tween them all that the moſt ardent Paſſion 
cou'd infpire ; and repeating to each ather 

what they had ſuffer d, it d to the Love 
and Joy of both; when, all on a ſudden, 
Blanche remembring his Quality, Alas 8 
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te, with Tears in her Eyes, of what Advan- 
tage is your Love, or your Fidelity to me, ſince 
there. is ſuch an immenſe Inequality in our 
Conditions? Oh! let not Thoughts like theſe 


diſturb thy Peace, interrupted the Prince, you 
loved me as the Son of Sokecofare ; and tis but 
za& I fou d love you as the Daughter of Bon- 
nin Nothing cou d conſole you for my ima- 
gin d Death; and tis my Life, and the eter- 
nal Services of it, which can alone make you 
Reparation for your Sufferings. Blanche, 
touch d with this Tenderneſs, aim'd to te- 
flify an equal Generoſity, and declared ſhe 
loved him with too refined 1 and had 
too great a Conſideration his Glory, to 
ſuffer him to obſcure the Laftre of it, by a 
Marriage ſo infinitely beneath him. But the 
Prince made ufe of Reafons too ſtrong to per- 
mit her to continue long in this Mind, and 
parted for this time, having exchang d 
Vous to be united ſoon, to part no more. | 
The Princefs, who at Blanche's Return to 
her Apartment, perceiv'd an unuſual Chear- 
fulnefs in her Countenance,, wou'd needs 
have her divert her with ſome pleafant little 
Hiſtory. And that young Beauty, by an ad- 
mirable Preſence of Mind, recounted to her, - 
under feign'd Names, all the various Inci- 
dents which had happen'd to herfelf and Lo- 
ver, fince their fir Acquaintance, to the 
time of their meeting in the Cloſet : Bur ſtop- 
ping there, the Princeſs, who already became 
mterefted in the Happineſs of theſe two Lo- 
vers, defired ſhe wou'd proceed ; for I trem- 
dle, faid the, leſt _— ſhou'd happen 
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again to divide them. I muſt entreat your 
Highneſs's Pardon, anſwer'd Blanche, I can- 
not corclude their Adventures, till I conſult 
ſome Memoirs I have in my Cabinet ; but to- 
morrow will not fail to obey you. The Prin- 
ceſs remain'd ſatisfied with this Promiſe, and 
preſt her no farther : But the next Morning, 
as ſoon as ſhe was dreſsd, demanded the 
Performance of it. Blanche was a little puz- 
zled how to excuſe herſelf, when the Prince 
of * ** Husband to the Princeſs Emilia, en- 
ter'd the Room, leading in the Prince of 
* * * * I ſhou'd not, ſaid the Prince of 
* # * have brought a Prince, whom you have 
never ſeen but once, in ſo abrupt a manner, 
into your Chamber, but that I have ſomething 
to relate to you concerning him, which will, 
I am ſure, excuſe the Intruſion. The Prin- 
ceſs Emilia made her Compliments, as became 
her Dignity, and the Sweetneſs of her Diſpo- 
ſition, tho" ſhe was ſomewhat vexed, that 
the Prince of * * * * * muſt now infallibly be 
undeceived in his Opinion of her Beauty. 
'The firſt Civilities being over on all Sides, the 
Prince of * * * began to relate to his Wife the 
ſurprizing Adventures of Blanche and her 
royal Lover, which he had juſt before been 
inform'd of by himſelf. All the time he was 
ſpeaking, the Princeſs look'd on Blanche, well 
knowing it was the ſame Hiſtory ſhe had re- 
lated the Night before as a Fiction, or ſome- 
thing, the Truth of which cou'd not be de- 
pended on. This Repetition of her Love, and 
the Teſtimonies of it, made before her Face, 
oceaſion d the Roſes in Blanches Complexion, 
frequently 


L643 

frequently to get the better of the Lillies ; 
but growing a little more aſſured by the time 
the . Prince had done ſpeaking, See there ! 


now Madam, ſaid ſhe, how impoſlible it was 


for me to finiſh the Narration I had begun; 
*Tis true, replied the Princeſs ; but I promiſe 
| myſelf a world of Satisfaction, in being wit- 
neſs of the Concluſion of it. Both the Princes 
demanded at once of what they were talking, 
and the Princeſs Emilia acquainted them, that 
Blanche had, the Night before, recounted. 
great part of her Adventures, under a feign'd 
Name, which ſhe had promis'd to compleat 
this Morning. The Prince of re- 
ſumed, With all his heart; he wiſh'd nothing 
ſo much, as the Accompliſnment of a Hiſtory, 
which had coſt him ſo many Pains ; but pro- 
miſed an adequate proportion of Delight. 
He wou'd have been married that ſame Day, 
but the Prince and Princeſs of * * * perſua- 
ded him to defer it till neceſſary Preparations 
cou'd be made to render it ſiirable to the 
Dignity of his Birth and Love. To which he, 
with much Perſuaſions, at laſt conſented. 
Every thing, however, being in a ſhort 
time got ready, the Nuptials were ſolemniz d 
with all imaginable Magnificence; the Prince 
marrying Blanche with the left Hand, as is the 
Cuſtom of the Princes of Germany, when they 
eſpouſe one of an inferior Quality. Not bur 
the Prince wou'd have diſpens'd with this For- 
mality; but Blanche fearing his Kindred 
might murmur at the Condeſcenſion, perſua- 
ded him to conform to it. 
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